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LONDON SURVEY, 1940 
TC 65, Box 4 
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Alarms at Radlett. 


Inv spent the week end at Radlett, a village in Hertfordshire, 
where the residents consist m@6stly of retired people and upper 
class business nen. Though it is in the country the limit of the 
Metropolitan borough passes through the village and all Lesion 
air raid warnings are given in Radlett. While invwas there, there 


were eleven warnings. 
The wardens take these warnings very seriously. Most of them seem 
to be retired army men, and as soon as a warning goes they can be 
seen rushing out of their houses, and running up the roads blowing 
their whistles. Bum A& one warning one such warden was still 
blowing his whistle twenty minutes after the warning. The report 
centre(in the hotel where inv was staying) becomes a hive ef activity, 
and orders are given right and left about"looking after the phone 
while I do my rounds” and so on. 
As well as the wardens, about one half of the Village seems to 
take the warnings seriously. Some of the hotel staff, for instance, 
become very wotried at warnings, and stand by the entrance to the 
sheltey,which is a cellar, very cold and damp, with chairs in one 


corner and a large Union Jack draped over a girder. On one occasion 


the barmaid woke up an old lady of 85, insisted that she got up and 


went down to the shelter; when the lady got down there, she founé 
it empty, but was assured that everybody else was coming down shortly. 
Nobody did arrive except the barmaid,still very flustered, so the 

old lady went back to bed. 


In inv's impression, the reason for this interest in warnings is 
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subconsciously a feeling of pride. The wardens are delighted to be 
of importance, while the residents are rather proud that they ere 


part of London. This view was most clearly exvressed by the barmaid 


who said during one alarm "I can't understand why the Germans are 


so interested in us here. There's nothing at Radlett that they can 
be after,is there?”. 

The other halé of the village, and all the visitors, simply 
ignore the raids warnings. One one occasion, for instance, the 
Warning went at lunch time: the meal was continued, and when people 
had finished, they got up and walked outside. On another occasion 
inv and the people that he was with were lying in a garden; the 
warning went but nobody even moved. With one exception, the passing 
of aeroplanes overhead caused people to get the farthest into the 

vs open so that they could get a better view. The one exception was 
when a bomber flew very low; this caused people in the garden to go 
indoors and others in the country to lie down in the long grags “juet 
in case it was a German". For night wernings people stay up until 
their usual bedtime and then go to bed; even inv’s mother, very 
nervous indeed in London, slept through two warnings in Radlett, and 
did not go into the shelter at all. Her explanation of her absence 
of nervousness was " a feeling of space". 
Note on sir raid rumour 

This village of Rdelett is not more than twenty miles from 
LyY* = London. But the impression that many people have there is that. London 
is razed to the ground, “erucified" as a waiter said. One lady 
living in st. John’s Wodd won't risk even going back for a day to 
her house, another refuses to visit to visit her house in Kensington. 
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Apparently part of this scare had been caused by a lady from Golders 
Green who had produced some very vivid stories. When inv eaid that 
he had driven right through London from Streatham, right past Hendon 
aerodrome, without seeing even a diversion of traffic because of a 
bomb crater, he was politely disbelieved. 


Note on air raid shelters. 


There seem to be very few air raid shelters in Radlett - there 
is only one public one holding 50 people for a village of three or 
four thousand inhabitants. But the few that there are are on a most 
@laborate scale. One costing six hundred pounds begins under a 
housex in a very isolated spot and 6werges some hundred yarda away. 


Another has am large brick entrance all neatly painted and a flag 
flying above it. 
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Two thirds full. Mery hot weather > Pep 


BRITISH PARAMOUNT NEWS 


Item 1 Awaken America 5 mins (an issue devoted to the New World 
pursuing its uneasy way) 


Gerald Bullitt speaks out for help to Britain Claps 2 secs 
Talk(i) 


Ku Klux Hahn and Nazis still admire Hitler openly Comment(2) 


Roosevelt and Mackenzie King inspect Air Force N.Y. 
English refugees arrive in Canddd N.Y. 
The Dinnne Quins | Laughs (1) 
Wendell Wilkie speaks Talk (3) 


N.B. generally poor response, especially to 
Wendell Wilkie. 
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Afternoon air raid alarm 

inv was in cinema when alarm went. People hea the sirens from 
outside the cinema before the film was cut off and & man’s voice 
was heard saying “Ladies and gentlemen, the sirens are going once 
more, I'm afraid, There will be a short interval when those who 
wish to do so may leave and then the programme will recommence”. 
About fifteen or sixteen people left the cinema; half od these 
looked A.R.P. workers, the other half were mostly women with young 
ehildren. 

The rest of the audience took little notice. There was sone 
comment at the announcenent but everybody settled down very soon, 
and the next joke in the film received an average amount of laughter. 

At the all clear the announcement was flashed on the screen over 


the film. This caused 7 seconds applause, 
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Holloway Labour Exchange. 


, Be Shelter ee eo 


Preliminary note. The manager of the Exchange was under the impresst#on 


that inv had come from the Ministry of Information to investigate 


a complaint, apparently of incivility. Consequentiy he had primed 
his staffaka mkafZ% to be very nice to inv,and to say every time that 
everything ran perfectly smoothly, etc. inv was quite genuinely 
impressed by the speed and the patience shown on both sides, but 

the report may be unfairly unbiassed in favour of the officials. 


General 


Apparently the system for dole is as follows. The unemployed 
man hands a yellow slip to one clerk who checks the signature;he is 
then passed on (usually from the back of a long queue) to a second 
clerk who checks the amount due; and thence(again at the back of a 
long queue) to a third clerk who pays out the money. 

At one counter queries were being checked; at another those 
wanting vacancies were being interviewed; at a third those wankkngwith 
fresh claims were being dealt with. In a separate room were men 
applying for insurance books under the new scheme which increases 
the benefits up to £400 a year. 

There was one air raid before inv arrived and another while he 


was there. On each occasion the Labour Exchange is shut, the men 


sent to shelters, and the money locked away. The whole system xs 
(for dole) is worked in quarter of an hour periods, each man having 
to apply at a fixed time. Therefore if an air raid laste for an hour, 
the Exchange is put four periods behind, and this hae to be made 
up. 
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The clerks. 


Most of the clerks seem class C, mainly over 45, though a few 
between 15 and 20. Before the men were let in after the second 
raid, there was a certain amount of badinage(one of the men with 
@ battered gas mask cage was called “rag and bone men"), but once 
business started there was very little talking or inactivity. Men 

» seemed to know their own business very well, and dealt with the men 
guickly and calmly. Much referenge was made to various files and this 
caused a certain amount of hold-up. Two or three supergisors stood 
about waiting for queies and to help anybody particularly hard 
pressed. Most wore light lounge suits, a few sports coats. 

According to the clerks, the men were very easy to deal with, 
provided you treated them righ&. Manager told inv that he made all 
his men think what they would feel if they were the other side of 
the counter. Inv was told by one how he had deait with a queue that 
stretched down two flights of stairs with no complaints anywhere, 
and how he had been given presents at another Labour Exchange. inv 
felt that Shere this was true; on the whole, there seemed a very 
friendly spirit between men and clerks(see below) 

The men. 
(Notice at the back of the exchange for an unemployed club 
ExnESEA HX mae eae 
Bukiz and muses 
Islington Church Hall 
oyed rest room 
Open daily from 12 noon to 5 


Mondays to Fridays 
) anteen at Cheap Prices 
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Perhaps 75% of the meri were unskilled workers, a large number 


of them 2 Se caps and mufflers. A few were dressed in lounge 
misidy 
suits and*te*BI¥ hats. About one in ten seemed to be the clerk 


type, well dressed in a blue suit, and looking rather more nervous 


than the others - 


All stand very quietly in queues. In the afternoon one of these 
queues has about 60 or 70 people in it, and streztches out through 
one door and in through the next. Everybcdy is very guiet, and talks 
in an undertone or not at all; there is no laughing or any signs 
of amusement(except on a few cases mentioned below). The only noise 
is when one of the clerks wants a certain person and shouts his 
name across the counter. 

Men were very difficul$ to talk to even during an air raid 
warning, when they waited outside the building. One (M65D) said shax 
"I don't mind waiting about,I've got nothing to do, but it’s a bleeding 
shame on others that have’ Another conversation which inv only partly 
overheard tealth with a way of cheating the clerks; one man was 
apparently signing at the Wrong box and was delighted that nobody 
had spotted him yet. 

Dole clerks. 

There is very little talking here. The men just push over their 
cards, the clerk stamps them and hancs them back, the men sign for 
them, and then pass on to the next clerk. There is no need for anything 
werd to be said on either gide and in nine out of ten cases nothing 
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Labourer ,45 is complaining: - 

Clerk: You haven't signed on for two weeks 

Labourer: but I've had two iobs since then and. . 

Clerk: I don't care how many jobs you've had, you haven't 
signed on for two weeks (and moves on to the next man) 


Later, a man935) says he couldn't sign on on his tight day 
because of an air raid. 


Clerk:I don't know whether an air raid prevented you or not. 
You'll have to put down the day that you did come. 


An elderly man comes to the counter. 
Clerk; haven't seen you for some time. How are you? All right? 


At the pay clerk(s 


One man pushes his way to the front of the queue. Pay clerk 


shoogs him away with a gesture of his hand and says “at the 
back". 


Another man gets in the way at the front, this time obviously 
by accident. The pay clerk looks at him, snoos him away too, 
but with a smile. Both laugh. 


The pay clerk gives one man sixpence too much. The pay clerk 


gets &e it first, says “we can't have that sort of thing" and 
laughs. 


A man,60 @, looks at his monay and says "I want another pound, 
it's two days since. ."Clerk cuts him short with “see the 


supervisor if you have any complaints to make". He says “Right” 
but goes out of the building. 


lian,35,D comes to the pay clerk "This is the only place worth 


while after all these Box 9s. Thirty bob and the extra. Thank 
you 


Oné man leaves the pay desk mumbling something about not having 
enough money. 


Next to the pay clerk is a counter for queries where people are asking 
for more money. One man of about 19 is shifted to three different 
clerks, and in all has. to wait about half an hour, but shows no 

sign of resentment. Another very old man is completely fogged by 

the whole business; othere show him where to go, hand him pencils 

to sign his name, and generally help hin. 
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Jobs 


At another part of the counter one man is dealing with vacancies ; 


he has a lbst in front of him of vacan$’ jovs which he consults each 


time a men comes in. 


A boy, 18, blue sport coat, blue tribby pushed well back, blue 


shirt, highly coloured tie, comes to the counter. While he is waiting 
for somebody to deal with him, he whistles softly:- 


Clerk: You're Richard's aren't you? What was that job we sent 
you to? 

Boy : Telephone operator. 

Clerk: You couldn't find it, could you? You did go? 

Bpy : Yes 

Clerk: Well two others found it, and they still wanged an 
operator.(Another clerk comes to tell him that the North 
London Home for the Blind is on the phone) Just hang on 
a minute (He is away 10 minutes; in this time the supervisor 
comes to the boy and says 

Sup: Why weren't you back this morning? 

Boy: I was after a job. 

Sup: It didn't take you all that time to get to Shepherd's 
Walkydid it?(and walks off) 
(Bhe clerk comes back with a job in an L.N.E.R. goodsfards; 
there is no phone number though tne job is for a telephone 
operator, so he tries to get through to King's Cross 
enquiries. He fails to get through, telis the boy, and 


turns to the next man,55, cloth cap, no teeth) 
Clerk: What are you7 


Man: Coal porter. 
Clerk: Ever done any? (Boy,still waiting, turns to man and says 
Clerk somethigg;both laugh) 


Man : This is you? MeCartney(looking at files). 95 over-the-road? 
Man &xerk: I've got a new address. 


Clerk: A new address? Let's have it. 
Man: 115 Bruce Plasier House(?) (Boy laughs at the name 
Clerk:(Writes a green introduction férm)Go along to see these 
people. You know what the work is, don't you? This is the 
Islington electric works. (man goes off but returns later 
to point out to the clerk that he has been given somebody 
else's yellow card. Both laugh and put the matter right. 
Clerk then tries again to get through to Kings Crose 
Without any success. Turns to the next man, a flashy, 
Italkan type. 4e hands a piece of paper to the clerk ms 
Clerk: They've got special jobs for you. ere 
Ital: oy building asbestos pipe. But they want single men a 
or that. par fa 
(The clerk sendsz him to look at = eee) ‘list in in another 
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part of the exchange. He again gm tries Kinge Cross and this 
time gete through. He gets an adresses for the telphone 
operator job, and then has to co into consultation as to 
what part of London the address is. Finally this is settled, 
and a green form is written for the boy. 

In ali the boy has been there nearly 40 minutes. In that 
time he showed no signe of impatience or disgust) 


Insurance books. 


in &@ s@parate room, peovle with incomes under £400 and over 
£250 are putting in for new insurance books. According to the clerk, 
the men are neither shamefaced nob resentful. Professional men coming 
in are taking the attitude that everybody else has to pay their 
part so why shouldn't they? They do not regard it as humiliating 
to be forced to register for unemployment benefit. 


A cinema attendant comes to the door and knocks on it. 
Clerk: come in 
Attendant: I‘d like an unemployment book for the guv'nor. These 
are his particulars. 
Clerk: Couldn't he come himself? 
Attndt:No, he's got to be at the cinema all the time, especially 
these days. 
(while clerk is making up form, man smiles and winks at inv}. 
Clerk gives him form and he walks out) 


A girli(c 16) comes in with a form in an envelope which she 
hande to the clerk. 
Clerk: is this your father’? 
Girl: No, the manager. 
‘Clerk: Will you ask him to put particulars on this form, please? 
If he can't remember on any points, will you tell him 
to put “Can't Say”. Will you remember all that? 
Girl: Yes{and goes a 


A bus conductor comes (40) and waits: 
Clerk: Yes, sir 
Mani: ould I get an Unemplyment Insurance Book please. I 
How long ago? 
About six year 


4 yd tat te see 


Holloway es LE 6.9240" 
Man: Christopher. 
Clerk: (writes out form) Sign Here (man signe) Thank you 
Mumx Shank very much. 
Man: Goodday. 
Clerk: Gooday,sir. 


Claims 
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Here again there was not much talking but the filling in of 
countless forms. These forms seemed to cause some confusion. One 
man,for tnstance, gob very annoyed because he couldn't change his 
occupation to “aircraft fitter”. The point was apparently a technical 
one,denending on a certain phrase; this was finally explained to 
the man and he c&&med down. Nost of the work was done in silence. 
Women 

Inv was taken round the women’s section which seemed to be dealt 
with kn a way very similar to the mens, and with the same dull 
pateinee of the waiting women. Inv was told, however, that the women 
were more difficult to deal with than the men. One, a girl aged 19, 
had forged her husband's signature, and then had used the wildest 


abuse because they refused to pay the money that she wanted. 


General 

Inv's main impression that the whole exchange was run efficiently 
and well, but with an overwhelming amount of red tape. The filing 
system was so complete and accurate that any name could be found 
fairly quickly, while the method of distributing dole seemed 
foolprvof. But the result of this perfect system was that men had 
to wait anything up to an hour to be attended to. This they did 
patiently enough, but quite dully for the moet part showing no 
interest in others or in what was going on. | 


The relationship between clerks and men was good. Clerks 
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treated the men in a friendly fashion, and swapped jokes with 
them, Mmkxx unless the men grumbled. Then they became terse and 
dictatorial. An air of politeness was noticeable, some clerks 


adadressing men as "sir", and vice versa. 


2... LE 2.9.40°°e0e* 
\ pdnam Street Observation 


Very few incidents, very little conversation, very quiet in 
every way. Hardly any air raid talk despite the number of warnings 
in the previous two daya(cf the very considerable amount last 


week ) 
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Street observation in Fulham 


General inv has never found Fulham so listless. Though he noted 
no signs of weariness, and air raid conversation was very 
small, nevertheless no interest seemed to be taken in anything 


and conversation on all topics was limited. 


Incidents. 


1. North End Road. 12 noon. A platoon of soldiers march away 
from the bathe. Old men sitting on the seats opposite turn 
to watch them, but a group of young people talking on the 
kerb don’t even look round as they pass. 


2. North End Road. 12.5. A man has gatheredz a small crowd 
by offering a soap that will remove iodine stains for 4d 
a time. He is making jokes but nobody laughs,and finishes 
by xskea betting a pound that there is no shop 
in Fulham that selis a soap that will remove iodine stains. 
Selis two or three packets. 


3. North End Road. 12.10. Outside a fishmongers one of the 
Salesmen is wearing a pair of large wooden fish boots. He 
starts a clog dance in them. There are titters from the 

other fishmongers but passers by take no notice. 


4. Pulham Road. 1 p.m. One o'clock hews outside Stones. As 
news begins there are twelve men and five women listening, 
and a few more join on later. All listen until news fron 
Roumania when many leave. More leave at Mackenzie King's 
statement, and by the sku end of the news there are only 
two people left. 

At the beginning of the news there seems to be more 
interest in a salesman getting a wireless set out of the 
Window than in the news itself. 

(N.B. the proportion od men to women is usual again: cf. 
last week, when there were many more women) 


5. Pulhan Road. 1.10 p.m. Two foreigg women get off a bus. 
very helpfgl, and gets off his bus to 
ace that is down on a piece of paper 
olding. They thank the conductor and start 
direction that he has pointed out. But after 
yards ~ they turn and wander up and down the pavement, 
ooking “rather lost. Nobody takes any notice of them at 


Gd. 1.50 . A car _ are gg ypecnne i te a side 


Fulham 
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7. Munster Road 1.45. A coalman is shouting very loudly almost 


a shriek. Two boys follow the cart down the road, sometimes 
imitating the cry, but no other interest is shown. 


8. Munster Road 2 o'clock. Two milkman with floats have 


stopped in the middle of the road for a rest. They start 
off again, pushing the floats with difficulty. First one 
calls “Take it Easy". Second replies "I'm not rughir it, 


mate, unless you want to rush". First sarcastically 
not half" 


9. Lillie Road. 2.10. Two buymyxakemk men, about 22, are 


looking into a shop that sells dirty picture postcards. 
They are reading out the words on them to each other, and 
are laughing loudly. 


10. Lillie Road. 2.20. Two children are about to cross the 


road at a Belisha Beacon when a car comes along. The man 
sees them, stops, and beckons them on; he makes faces at 
them and winks at inv, but the children cross and take 
no notice of Shmmx hin. 


ll. North End Road. 2.40. Four Belgians walk down the road, 


nae rea ter 


talking very loudly, and guffawing. Nearly everybody guxihuy 
turns and looks at them as they upass. 

(N.B. this is the first time that inv hae noted any interest 
in the Belgians. Probably this was due to the fact 
that their loud voices in a crowded area made very- 
body realise that they were not English; wee 
people pass them without a seconé thought 


POSE RI OT FE 


Fulham LE 2.9.40 


About 77 Or before? (answer inaudible). All right then, cheerio. 
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OVERHEARD Air raid 
M 
35 
D 


You know that some buses stop and some go on when the siren 
gpes. Well, the other day a man asked me why the buses had stopped, 
very la-di-da he was. I said ‘it's up to us’ and he said ‘that’s 
not the point’. So I said "It is the point, it's a heli of a 
point", 
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OVERHEARD Prkces 
M 
20 
D 
They're only a penny each now and there are plenty of them 


about too. 
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D 
Two weeks back, that's what I‘ve got to pay. 
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OVERHEARD Bisack-out 
M 
40 
C 
it's a perfect black-out. Lovely,ig¢ is. 
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How do you feel? 


Oh, all right. As I say, I'm feeling empty. 


Fulham ne hk 
OVERHEARD Entertainment , ibis 

F 

35 


C (looking at advertisement ) 
Oh look, Em, they've got Claude Dampier coming here. I don't 
like him much,but still. 
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She's gone on on her own, up to the bus. If I'd gone with 


her I'd have to have met Bert. I'll go on on my own, 
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I’m working up that end now so I have to come all the way down 
here by bus. 
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OVERHEARD Shops (and air raids?) 


—— F 
45 and 50 
C C 


F45C6 There's a Li Lo in that shop over there. 
F50C Let's gom and look at it then. 
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OVERHEARD I1R-health 
F srs 
35 
D 
Oh, I piby her, oh dear. Let me know as soon as she comes out, 


won't you? 
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OVERHEARD Personal 
F 
25 
C 
I dbdn't say Bring Pam back, I said Leave her there. 
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OVERHEARD Jobs 


C 
There were two men up in the chimney pot, they looked 
like Punch and Judy with their just their heads showing, bobbing 


up and down. 


ttn lite stint li Rigi rl Ran Nt I ne 


- ‘¥ % oe ty 
ie pty 4 » *» i : 
is So. TE SGN. OR 4 = . a Bie ig ‘ ? . ; 
i eaten’. Ate (Ce oe it alah ags. S ae | weet awe ds a8 nL tale tae Rey hac ile sn FRI id Se eR Ridin Me at 6 Cag Meal 


Fulham 


OVERHEARD Personal 


30 
c - 
\ | About 7? Or before? (answer inaudible). All right then, cheerio. 
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OVERHEARD’ Air raid 


You know that some buses stop and some go on when the siren 


cpes. Well, the other day a man asked me why the buses had stopped, 


very la-di-da he was. I said ‘it's up to us' and he said ‘that’s 


( 


y 
va 


not the point’. So I said “It is the point, it's a hell of a 


| si ! 
point”. 
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a M35C How do you feel? 


B35 OC Oh, all right. As I say, I'm feeling empty. 
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Streatham LE 2.9.40 
See _ * 
a 8, 7 Air raid warning;afternoon 
Nee f f DER en 
En “was in milk bar when warning went; all people told to hurry 


up and finish what they were eating or drinking as there was so 
much plate ga@kes in the shop that it was dangerous. inv finishes 
and walks home. On his way he passes one woman running down to the 
public shelters with a coat and a large case, presumably containing 
clothes and other necessities. But at hearly every house women are 
standing at them doors chatting and 1@0king up at the sky. One woman . 
is standing by the door in a tin hat. : 

When inv gets home, he finds that his next door neighbour has not 
gone down in the shelter as She has friends with her. This is the 


first raid warning that she hasm not gone down into the shelter. 


LE 2.9.40 


What they were eating or drinking as there was so 


in the shop that it was - inv finishes 


way he passes one women running down to the 


With a coat and a large case, presumably containing 
clothes and other necessities. But at hearly every house women are 
standing at the doors chatting and 1§o0king up at the sky. One woman 
by the door in a tin hat. 

When inv gete home, he finds that his next door neighbour has not 
gone down in the shelter as fhe has friends with her. This is the 
first raid warning that she hasm not gone down into the shelter. 


Streatham ) LE 5.9 ‘ 40 BN 


Air raid warning:night. a 
(girls aged 20) to, Ueateteeia (HORS - 
Inv was with two cousins/ an uncle and aunt/when the warning 


went. Uncle and aunt moved into a room where there was less glass, 
but inv and cousins stayed where they were, re.ding a book published 
in 1900 on fashion, etique$éte and go on. Then some Yo-yos ,which had 
been in the loft,were found and played with for some time; finally 
five stones were searched for and found, and the three played on 

the floor for an hour with them(N.B. the point of this is that both 


of inv's cousins are rather “superior” and in normal times would 


never have thought of playing with yo-yos or fivestones; yet in a 
warning, forced to stay where they were, they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.) 

Later one of the girls went to bed but shot downstairs again 


very fast when she saw a flaming onion in the sky. 


LE 5.9.40 


nv was with two cousins/ an uncle and aunt/when the warning 
went. Uncle and aunt moved into a room where there was less glase, 
but inv and cousins stayed where they were, reading a book published 
in 1900 on fashion, etiqueéte and so on. Then some Yo-yos,which had 
been in the loft,were found and played with for some time; finally 
five stomes were searched for and found, and the three played on 
the floor for an hour with them(N.B. the point of this is that both 
of inv‘'s cousins are rather “superior” and in normal times would 
never have thought of playing with yo-yos or fivestones; yet ina 
warning, forced to stay where they were, they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. ) 

Later one of the girls went to bed but shot downstairs again 


very fast when she saw a flaming onion in the sky. 
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/ News impressions 


aw A 


Inv's Morale: G sii eeneniane 


LE 2.9.40 


1. Not much interest shown in the news except at Berlin attack 
which is mainly approved of. Two mentions of the children 
being saved, one of French colonies. 


2. A majority think there is too much if the news in, ig no 
less vague than it is at pes One or two ‘read every word. 


C (morale:M) 
1. There isn't any but these blasted air raids coming to disturb 
my night's rest.And last night they d@idn't come and I waited 

up for them! 
2. We have enough of them without wanting to read about them. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
10 a.m. 

DIRECT i 

35 

D 


1. D.k. There's isn't very much is there? Oh yes, some of 
French Africa has come in onm our side. 

2. it would be all right to put in as much as they do if only 

they’dm be a bit more definite. They put pages and pages of 

stuff in and they don't tell you nothing. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
10 a.m. 


INDIRECT MN 


55 
C (morale: M) 


1. I'11 tell you one thing about the news. They gave us all this 
about what we'd done in Berlin didn't they, but last night on 
the wireless they never said how many hadn't come back. Of 
course, I don't know, it may be that some of our boys have landed 
in Holland and they don't want the Jerries to khow where they 
are. But they should tell us something. 


2. I don't much care, I don't read them very much if that’s what 
you mean. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
10 a.m. 


DIRECT M 
60 
D (morale:0) 


1. I thought it was very good about those children on the ship. 
You can do more with a child than you can with a@ grown up. 


2. Boo much. It doesn’t help to read all that, does it, and they 
never tell you anything much. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
6 p.m. 


DIRECT M 
20 
B (morale: G) 
1. There isn't much news at the moment,is there? 
2. i think they might be a little more definite in where the 
bombs have dropped and so on. I don’t know, though. 


Streatham 


LE 2.9.40 
10 a.m. 


INDIRECT M 
20 
B (morale: V.G.) 
1. I don't know if it's a good thing to bomb Berlin; perhaps 
it is as long as we don't do it too often. 7 


2. I never read any of it myself but some people lap it al 
up I suppose. It never says anything. 


, ae 
: i Pees 
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Streatham LE 2.9.40 
20 t= 


DI RECT F 
45 
B (morale:B) 
1. I've been away in the country for a bit and I"ve read hardly 
a word, And it has been a relief. 
2. I say I haven't read anything so I don't know how much they 


put in, 
Streatham ; LE 2.9.40 
x® 5 p.m. 
DIRECT F 
2D 
B (morale :M) 


1. I'm Blad we're bombing Berlin; it will show them what we 
can do. Serve them right. 
2. Well, if you took that out what would be left. Leave it alone, 


I say. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
10 a.m. 


DIRECT PF 
50 
CG (morale: 0) 
1. My youngest son has just gone in the army now as well as the 
older, so I don't care much what happens to the other forces. 
2. None of it tells you much but I @umkk think they should 


leave it as it is. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
6 p.m. 
F 
25 
C( morale :G) 


1. I'm glad the R.A.F. has bombed Germany and I'm glad that 
the little children on the ship are safe. 
2i I like reading about it, give us more if you like. 


| Mis | LE 2.9.40 


5. Poll. 
INDIRECT F 


50 
C (morale: V.B.) 


1. I like to know that the same is happening in Berlin that is 
happening over here. But I can't see why they can’t keep the 
bombers off. If I had enough money I'd buy a Spitfire just to 

fly over Streathan,. 


2. Much too much. It doesn't do me any good at all to read about 
bombs dropping right on to Anderson shelters. 


Streatham LE 2.9.40 
10 a.m. 
DI RECT F 
40 
C (morale:0) 


1. I don't know much about it. There's not much happening. 


2. I don't know, I don't read enough. 


LE 2.9.40 


6 o'clock news 
Inv was a few minutes late in arriving at the shop(Stones, 
Streatham) owing to raid warning. But when he did arrive, there 
was nobody listening at all, though the wireless was quite audible 


in the arcade. 


A 
Strea than 


9 o'clock news 


Inv listened with M4§C, P45C, F2O0C, and F20C. Man was reading 


a book, the girls were eating a meal, and woman was in another room 
with an extension of the wireless, 

All conversation stopped for the summagy. When announcer said 
"35 planes shot down to-day", man said “that's down on yesterday; 
it was 56 then". After the summary, man continued to read his book, 
the girls began to clear up the supper things,talking loudly. Not 


even Churchill's speech, with such phrases as “banshee howlings", 


caused any interest. 


Wireless kept on tntil the air raid warning went ab quarter 


past nine. Reason apparently was that the man wanted to listen to 


Sux Sir Phibip Joubert. 
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m= LARGON FRom THURS DAY LE & 5.9.40 


News impressions 


Wi 


—-., G 
Hain interest in destroyers but some worry at air raids, and 


some mention of air force and bombing raids over Germany. QGne 
mention of Hitler's speech. 


Nuk Roughly a third sleep in bed, xumgkkx a third in a downstairs 
room, and a third go to their shelters during air raids and often 
at other times when they hear guns, 


N.B. 4 out of 6 of inv’s-men interviewed are 20s.This 
may alter impressions a little. 


Mi 
20 
B (morale:G) 
1. I'm a firm believerin not talking about the war,being indifferent 
to it. Do you know, dow in the dug out last night- we sare 
it with another fatihly - they talked about nothing but the war 


for an hour until I just walked out on them. It doesn't do them 
any good. 


2. I sleep in my bed in my room; I'm not going into the dug out 
until the bombs start falling in the back garden. I should be 
a physical wreck if I stopped dow there with ten people for 
five hours. 


Streatham LE 5.9.40 
12 noon 


B (morale:V.G.) 
1. ‘Theses destroyer businessis supposed to be very good for us. 
I didn’t a, know much about it until the papers atarted 

boostige it all up. 


2. I sleep right through every one upstairs in bed. 
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Streatham ; LE 5.9.40 
12 noon 


INDIRECT M 
60 
D (morale:B) 


1. It's getting on my nerves,all these raide. I never get a 
real night’s rest. 


2. I go downstairs but I don't think I will. The trouble is 
that they dive down right over our house, come almost on 


top of it. But the shelter’s so hot, we've got eight people 
in it, it’s like an oven. 


Streatham LE 5.9.40 
10 a.m. 


DIRECT M 
55 
C (morale:0) 


1. It sounds as if Hitler isn’t so sure of himself now, doesn’ tit? 
Did you hear him talking about a five year war? 


2. iI stop in bed upstairs until the wife insists that I come 
down. She usually does sooner or later. 
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Streatham LE 5.9.40 
li a.m. 


DIRECT M 
20 
‘? (morale :G) 


1. I'm quite cheerful all round. I think it's very good about: 
the American destroyers. 


2. I stay put. 


Streatham , LE 5 29 40 
12 noon 


INDIRECT M 
20 
B (morale:0) 
” 1. I haven't read a word about £& any news. 


2. It all depends if I hear anything; if I do,I go down to the 
shelter . 


‘ Ld 
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Streatham LE 5.9.40 
li a.m. 


INDIRECT F 
50 
 B (morale: v.38.) 
1. Hitler said last night that he’s given us three m@nths to 


stop bombing Germany at night. Then he’s going to start on us. 
I wonder if he will. 


2. I went straight into the shitter after the beginning of the 
raid. I came down again at about 2 o’clock and mamt stopped 
downstairs until morning. I slept in the front roon. 


Streatham LE 5.9.40 
12 noon 


DIRECT F 


D (morale: B) 


Le i don't know what to think. I wish these raids would os 
it’s every night the same. e! 


2. I go into the shelter. I didn't straight away last night, but 
I did as soon as I heard anything. 


Streatham LE 5.9.40 
5 pele 


DIRECT F 
45 
B (morale:B) 


1. I like to near about America helping us; it makes me think 
that we eren’ "t fighting alone. 


2. I'm arranging to sleep downstairs behind a sofa in the 
drawing room, so that we won't have to go to the shelter every 
time that the warning gees. 


Streatham LE 5.9.40 
5 p.m. 

INDIRECT F 

50 

C 


1. Do you see that the Germans are saying that we are lighting 
our own fires just to mislead them? Even if we are, I think 
it’s a good idea, 


2. We use eur back room es a shelter and we've got a mattress 
in there. 


: Streatham 


F 
20 
C(morale :M) 
1. I don’t know much about it; I’m glad we're bombing Germany. 


2. I'd like to stop where I am, but mother usually drags me 
downséairs. 


Streatham 


D(morale:0) 


ie 5 VRE our Air Force is wonderful. 


2. It all depends whether I hear the warning or not. 


? 


f Leaflet i 
As before, very few even bother to read the leaflet and those - 
that do do not seem impressed. All ansers are very half hearted. 


LE 30.8.40 


20 
B 
(turns first to the back page and studies cartoon: then 
opens it and says "Oh, de Gaulle. Now I know what it's all about, 
and I know what he's going to say"Z Then reads the article) I agree 
with most of it but I did befere I read it and I don’t know what 


effect it woul@ have on people who hadn‘t. Is the small print a 
good thing, I wonder. It would me put me off it,I think. I wouldn't 
have read it all unbess you had given it me like that, 


20 
C 


(looks at front, doesn't read it: turns to back, stares for 


a short while at the cartoon: opens it, read the headline: then 
hands it back) Yes it’s quite good. I've seen it before. 


Leaflet LE 50.8.40 
iM 
50 
C 


(reads the front page, turns to the back, looks at the cartoon 
rather intently as if trying to understand it: then opens it and 
says “what all this? Have I got to read it al1l?". Inv says it is 
just as he likes, so he reads about two paras and then gives it up) 
I quite agree with it, it's wrong to lock all these people up like 


that. They're useful to us I suppose. 


span ; biked : a j 


LE 2.9.40 


45 
c 
(Was busy when inv Banded it to her so she took it away and read 
no proof, therefore, but inv doubts very much 


it on@ her own ; 
whether she read it all) It's all true, I think. I like those 


words by J.B. Priestley. 


LE 2.9.40 


Leaflet 
F 


25 
¢ : 
(looks at it very quiclly; perhaps 10 secs before she hands 
it back) I'm not interested in that sort of thing. I don't care 


about politics, 


hicdieiel Ba iciabths 


LE 2 93 40 Be torent HH 


50 

B 
(Reads Priestley) I like him on the wireless,don't you. It's 
s shame to cut him off. (Then turns over and just gives the back 
page a cugsory glance: looks inside reads aloud ‘Why Not Intern 
General de Gaulle?’ then hands paper back) I don't know,I still 


don't, like these foreigners. They come over here and they don't 
do anything for themselves. And they may all be spies. 


Duff Cooper LE 3.9.40 


: 


Rey 
1 


Duff Cooper speaks to the children 
Inv has not spoken to anyone who heard the speech in the Children's 


Hour though he hoped to be able to get a few children's opinions 

over the week-end. Inv only heard parts of it himself but thought 

it was very bad. In the first plage there was no attempt to unbend 

to the children; the whole speech was in the best platform manner. 
Secondly, none of it seemed particularly suited to children; are they 
interested in the Fight for Freedom or the history of Hitler's wicked- 
ness?; compare Uncle Mac's fireside talks. And, thirdly, how many 
children understand such words as “desolation” ,"disadvantageous”", 


Yateadfast faith"? 


Film 2. LE 3.9.40 


MR. BORLAND THINKS AGAIN 


An Mol film, directed by Paul Rotha, written by Day Lewis, with Emlyn 
Williams and Beatrix Lahmann 


The sailor comes home and meets his family Talk (2) 
(a farmer ) : 

Goes out with his father/to see the land, asks if there Titter 

are any land girls about 


other 
Farmer's/son argues with his father about silage and Talk(2) 
winter food stuffs 
Farmer's wife adopts a refugee Belgian NI. 
An expert gives a lecture on silage, but the farmer Talk(1) 
won't listen 
An aeroplane passes overhead and the refugee boy runs Woman “what 
for his life; this makes the farmer think what might ie silage?” 


happen and he decides to get silage 
Shots of silos being built i 


N.B. (a) this film as well as heing highly technical was 
most confusing. The sailor coming home seemed to 
have nothing to do with the story, and the refugee 
boy added further complications by running a 
double story that only joined together at the 
end (when the farmer is impressed by the fear 
of the refugee) 


(b) Emlyn Williams played the aailor, and Beatrix 
Lehmann the farmer's wife; neither was in the 
film for more than a minute. 


LO. 


1Q Questions 
Are these raids going on all the winter? 


What is the best thing to do when the warning goes? 
Are the Warnings any use? 


(by some people) Why don't the fighters stop the planes 
getting over London? 


Why do the inner anti-aircraft guns never fire? 
Are the air raid reports reliable? or useful? 
What food difficulties will be met this winter? 
Will America enter the war? 

(by some? How good are Anderson shelters? 


How long is the war going to last? 


AT 
LE 6.9.40 


Newepaver posters. 
1. Trafalgar Square, (3.9.40) 


RUSSIA 
GERMANY 
ITALY 

WAR FEARS 
ROUMANIA 


2. Shaftesbury Avenue (3.9.40) 


A nan was using a poster with “all the latest news" painted 
on it. Below this in large letters he had written "NEW 
CALL UP" and above it, in much smaller letters, “Ruseia’s". 
Any body passing on a bus would alagmost certainly have 
regarded it as a cg@ll up in this country, not in Russia. 


3. Streatham. 


One man has painted a poster red, white and blue. In very 
small letters he has added “Keep Your Chin Up". 


SMe yt ted ate th 


LE 6.9.40 


is any official action being taken against boroughs who are 
starting Spitfire funds and, as part of the campaign, are advertising 
with the borough names prominently displayed. In Streatham, for 
inatance, underneath the Streatham Hill theatre, which has deleted 
the word "Streatham" all over the building, there is a large poster 
saying “Help Streatham's Spitfire". 

This also applies for certain to Kensiggton, Islington,Radlett 
(Herts), and inv thinks to Fulham. It does not apply to Ealing where 
it is the “Borupkh Fund". 


Holloway LE 6.9.40 
grea & 
og A: suf “ Air raid warning ;midday 


YQ Inv was having lunch in Jones, a cafe and general store 9n the 
Holloway Road when the warning went. Some people by the window 


Stine 


moved to the other end of the room but otherwise nobody moved. Ag 


people finished their lunch, they were asked whether they wished 

to leave the building ok go to the shelter. Inv decided to leave 

the building which had been shut to all shoppers. He was exmcorted 

to the basement by a warden, and then out through some back steps 

at the foot of which were further —_ and A.F.S. men, 

In the street there were few private cars but buses and lorries 

running as usual. Avout half the usual number of people. Most of 

he shops were shut except in the market; the only big multiple 


store left open was Marke and Spencers. 


t) 


Holloway | LE 6.9.40 


Air raid warning ;midday 
Inv was having lunch in Jones, a cafe and general store fn the 


Holloway Road when the warning went. Some people by the window 


moved to the other end of the room but otherwise nobody moved. Ag 
people finished their lunch, they were asked whether they wished 


to leave the building oB go to the shelter. Inv decided to leave 
the building which had been shut to all shoppers. He was excorted 


to the basement by a warden, and then out through some back steps 


of which were further wardens and A.F.S. men. 

In the street there were few private cars but buses and lorries 
running as usual. Aout half the usual number of people. Most of 
the shops were shut except in the market; the only big multiple 
store left open was Marke and Spencers. 
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Streatham LE 5.9.40 
SMOKING COUNTS ~ 


Outdoors;12.15 to 12.50 


MEN WOMEN TOTAL 
No of people obsd 63 138 201 


No smoking cigs 6 ~ 6 
No smoking pipes 2 - 2 
Total smoking 8 - 8 


% smoking 12% * AS ba 


Indoors 
Of 50 men smoking, 19 were smoking (15 cigs,4 pipes 


Of 50 women, A were smoking 


N.B. surely this is unusually low for smoking, and 
less phApes than usual. 
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LE 5.9.40 
Clothes counts 
(Morning 3:11.30) 
OVER 30 UNDER 30 
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Streatham LE 6.9.40 
G “EVAN CES - ‘ He ay Eee 


1. The egg shortage is getting really bad again and no on 
are being taken to deal with it. 


2. Bombs are still being dropped when the warnings have stopped 
or haven't started (this caused by the fact that on the night 
of 5.9.40 there were twWo alarms but the loudest noise heard 
in Streatham was between the two. 


3. Air raid gam descriptions are senselessly vague. 


LE 6.9.40 


oe, Cee A 


1. 1000 houses were destroyed in one attack on Ramsgate so that 
Mr. Churchill must be lying when he says that only S00 houses 
were destroyed in all England last night (F500 


2. A Mitcham varnish factory has been burnt out (M60D 


Streatham s LE 6.9.4 


oe ow 4 eat St 
4 ‘3 = b. Me paw at 


Impression of week's morale. 


People seem to be settling down very well to the constant 
air raid warnings. Inv noted late in the week a strong tendencg to 
grumble humourously about the raids. People seem to be bringing 
beds downstairs and re-adjusting themselves to the new situtaion 
very well. 

A few are getting nervous and jittery and one or two seem to 


have lost all hope. 


inv has noted too in Streatham a slightly increased tendency 


to be more friendly. Usuall in Streatham people never speak to any- 


body that they don't know but in the last few days the warnings 


have become an e cusge for very general conversation. 


1) Ratie r more people reading papers and listening to wirelessthan 

last week, On the whole, fairly cheerful attitude, 
One Bxxnomxx woman delivers violent diatribe against Hi 
Germans, but this is the exception, 


2) Some expressions of horror = not very deeply felt im most cases, 
Othersise vagas and nonscomittal, Several people express distrust 
of the GW» | | 
3) 5 not enough | 
1 right amount 
5 don’t know | 


1 not asked. 


I’m sure of thet, 


come to a s andstiil, doesn't it? 
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#. SO DPD 


- 


1) The news? 1'11 tell yous; I wish I had that Hitler for half an 
hou = just half amk hour, that’s ali, I'11 tell you w at I'd Go, 


I'd get a knife and I d cut him all over and rub sal% inj and as soon 


as one began to dry up I*d eut another, 


2\ I feel that they're horrible, wicked, dirty wwine, every single 


. de 


of thea, Look at thet »1t Croydon-» machine gunning the women 


on youns Danksie's hospital next (her little daughter), They're 
swine, every one of them I don't care what you say, If I was to 
t hold of a German Id limb him, IT wouldn't kill him « I'd 


1 imb nim. 


3) Not enough, I don't think we're cettins enouch,. 


1) Weli, i think we're bringing them dow again, but my God, they’ 
eomins, over rere. Still, we mist expect ons or two to ge. thro 
They aren't doing se utuch dumage, mally. 


rs 
« 


2) Well, I don't think the noapers tell you ail they should. They 
enould teil you a bit more, 


3) Not enough, we don't get, 


© 
d the little children in the strectse. They might be divre-bombing 
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C ois 
Ze Ve 40. 
Me 50 B 
1) I haven't seen it at all, 


2) I feel = sense of utter futility, What do they think they're 
doing? “hat do they think they’re doing? §Waerevyer you look and 
whatever you listen to there's nothing but glonting over destruction, 
Nothing about construction or building upe 


I'm,not a pacifist, bu 
wnat I went to k ow is, whet do they think they re doing? 


3) I haven't the siightest idea, I don't know what the facts are, 


Ma 40 3 (mitiuexx arny officer) 


1) Well, it's not so bad, y' know, 


2) Weil, I think it's disgusting - attacking civilians, You don't 
fecl it with a soldier, to hear he's b en killed ~ that's his 
job, But I think this is disgusting, 


$3) Oh, about right, They can't tell you everything, y' kmow, 


Col’, 


ie SO C.. 
1) Well, I think the worst will be over during this month. He won't 


be sable to do much after that. My beleig is taat justice will preva 
Justice hasalways prevailed, you know, and you cen't deny there's no 
nation on the fac’ of the earth more just than sriteine 
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Ooyrer tALS Movin, 


I think the worst will be 
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3) I haven't seen i much, 


2) I haven't seen a paper this morting, 
2) I don't take mech intrest, Nothing you can do. 


3) I haven't seon much, 
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M, 45 © 


1) Weli, it's ard to pay. L*i) 


7 L'il tell you one thing though; i t ink 
this bonbing Berlin is going to quiet them down a bit, 


, Tht") ea tii ek ka eS esiieiin 9 
2) Well, you don't know what to think, do you, really, 


1) Well, it's going on about the same, looks like it, 


2) Well, you can't beleive it can y-u, They toll you what they like, 


3) Not enough of the truth, 


: ans nanan aegis <page se SE Gon eRe aL: = es ee am a et ate 


Cat, 


5e Ve 40 


Newe Ouestion 


1) @heerful but not much interested in gpecifie points, 


a 


2) On the whole, people seom to hae gone back to their usual 


fooms,. But as last nights warning stopped so soon it may not have bk 


Cer. 


Se Ge 40 


1) Well, I don't think we're getting much news, do you? 


2) We're all moved downstairs now. 


In the back room, It's better, I 
think 


then you don't have to go out the shelter 


Be 25 5 
1) Haven't seen it, 


' 
2) Same as usual « I m on the second flbor, 


De Ge 40 


Me. 50 D 


. , t F 
1) I think we're doing very well, I've heard he's trying the invasion 
this next two or three days, But I think it'll be suicide for hin, 


We can shell them while they're embarking before they es art at all; am 
that ‘s without counting the planes, They'll paste him, : 


2) I was on nights this week, 


M 50 2 


1) I think it's good how we're bombing the Black forest now, That*sl 
give them a shock, You mist be able to see the fire from miles 


2)I keep to my bed, I have to be up earky in the morning, 


resiuniunmnnremepeeittedion™ a $e veces si ; i : Sepa 
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Se Fe 40 


7. 26 C 
1) I think the news is very good myself, 


2) We went down the shelter while the raid was on, then we come back 
here (ist floor tenemmt) 


¥. 60 D 
1) Well, I think we'te doing very well, Don't you? 


2) Well, we go to the shelter, We've nowhere dowmstairs, you se, 


Cols 


5e Ge 40 


u, 5OC 


meee 


1) Weji do you now, now Igm getting older, I sit and think to myselfs 
t t 


What's it all for? What om I for? What have I done on this planet 
that I'll be miss .d when I'm gone? What have any of us dome? You do 
your job, and when you've finished, well, someone steps into your 


nlace and does it just as well as you did. No one misses you, Look 

at the Duke of Yindsorg he went, and his brother took his place, 

nd now no ones misses him, That's right, isn't it? What are 

of %, for (Continues with long dis certation on religion, spiritualm 
Ste 


2) Well, we sleep on the grouné floor, see. But it wouldn't worry me, 
not if we were up the top of St Pauls. It's the wife, see, I have to 


think of her, 


M. 50 D 
1) I think the news is very good myself 


2) Up here. My wife take the kiddies down the shelter, but they 
finished early Last night, 


#. 45 D 


1) A bit too slow for me (laughs), I want it over, 


Cols 


2) My own bed, L think it's silly, Ossing .yourself, I don't know 


how some veople find the time for it, 


¥. 35 C 


1) Not bad, I suppose, We're doing all right. 


2) in my roo@ up the top of the house, Whzt I say ce if it. s coming 


10 you you'll get it, and you might as well die co 
own bed, 
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C.F, 


De Fe 496 


Very little interest displayed except emons collectors, 
The attmept to play on "Local feeling" in a type of area which has 
exceedingly li tle local feeling - being composed of professional 
and business people whose freinds and interests are seattered all 
over the country, and who just ha@pen to live in Hampstead for 
convencince - is bound to have an artificial character, In this 
canmaing this is more then usually marked, 

Another reason for laek of interest is the confusion as to what 
exactiy it is that the Borough is trying to buy. One poster says 
 gnother Shiycondoax Help 
Hmpsteed buy a Flight of Hurricanesj and so on, Inv asked several 


"Buy a Bomber for your Borough" 


people which it was we were really foign, and the majority had no idea, 


No one had the slightest idea how much had so far been collea.eds how 
wuch was needed; amd no one interviewed by Inv, had made any effort to 
find out «+ from the local paper or aiywhere else, 

The cheat method of collection is by means of tin collectigg 
boxes = some ta en rounf the streets by the WVS, and some stood on | 
the counters of accomodating shopkeepers, ae 


Cole 
Se Ge 40 « 
Appeals launched wholly in 2nd person “Your Borough;" "Will 
you help” etc, People talking about the fund used 3rd person 
"They"™ "it". No reference so far to "Our" fund or anything like 
that. 
CSAs 
WwW 
to ; 


Cake 


Seve 40. 


ATLLSSt Ons 


Inv, had heard that the air raid dwmage down in Kilburn was being 
used aB an opportunity for big collections for the “und (see In+ 
direct, li 50 £) so she went to investigate this, She stood outside 


the main scene of the damage (corner by State cinema) at 4 pm, After 


abous & ouarter of snhour she caught side of mz a middlewaged Cl B 
woman with a rather ill-tempered expression rattling a collection 
DOK. She called aut at intervals “Buy a fighter for your boroughs 
for your wwn borough” and rattled the box menacingly at passers by. 
Inv watched her for about tem minutes, during which time three people 
(women) gave her something «+ in two eases definitely copper, the 
third case doubtful, Most people were far more interested in the 
damaged houses, end igmored her, “Several dodged her with some embarassm 
ment, evidently fescling tht they were expected tc give something, 

Inve toured the other sites of damage, but found no collection 


in pro ress 
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C.F, 


Se Ge 40 


Fe 5O D 


Inv. “How is the Hurrican Fund getting on I wonder," 


F, 50 "Ph?" 


Inv. "The Hempstead Hurricane Fund, Haven't you seen the posters?" 


F, 50 "Oh, them posters, 


: What ig it? Buy a aeroplane or something, 
isn’t it?" 


Col's 


De Gea 406 


indirecte 


Mya 40 0. (Warden) 


Inv. “Do you know how the Hurricane collection is going?" 


M.40."Vell, we haven't begun yet really, Not down at the post, I 
think they're soing to take the collecting boxes round next week, 
some time, “ 


Inv, "Di d you see them collecting just opposite the incident in Kile 
burn Hich Rd?" 


M,40 "No, That was a good ides," 


weg: Sy ls Reamer of a fighter we're getting, actually? Some peters 
say ome and some the other," 


M, 40 “A Hurricane, isn't it? I don't know," 

Inve "They said bomber at first; but i sw something about a flight of 
Hurricanes today, I'm sure people would feel more onthusiastie 
if they know whah it was," 


M, 40 "I expect it's & fighter, They're cheaper, They put the other 
because it rhymes, I expect." (laughs) 


C.F, 
Se Ge 406 


Indirest 


Fe 45.C 


Inve "Is it a Spitfire or a bomber we're supposed to buying for 
the borough?" 


Fe 45 "I don't know I'm sure (lLeughs ) "tT exneet they'll wait and 
see how much money they get, 


C.F, 


indirect 


30 3B 
Inve “Do you know anything about thie 4urrieane Fund?" 


3.30 "I thought it was a bomber, They go round with gollecting 
vpoxes, I gather, I don’t know how mich they re getting," 


Inv, "Do you think people seem interested?" 


- ~e 


“W430 "The only ones I’ve t&ked to say they have plenty of calls on this 
purse aAlreudy. Appeals for this and appeals for that, and income 
tax and purchase tax; they feel it's a bit thiek to have to buy a 
Spitfire as well." 


Inve "Do you think they'ii get enoughk?" 


M%, 30 "I haven't the slightest idea, I'm not contributing myself, We 
have a Spitfire fund at work,# That's enough for me," 


Coke 
Se Ge 406 
indirest _ 
ie 25.3 
Inv. “What do you think about the Nampstead Uurrigane Fund?" 
My, 25B “Yell, I don't intend to contribute to it,* 


Inv, “Have you herd people talking much about it?" 
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5 


uM. 25 "Not a word," 


Inve “How have you heard about it?" 


a 


Me 25 “Well, it's sp&&shed up all over the places isn't it. I hear 
some people have written to the Hampstead paper, saying they think it's 
@ silly idea, That's all I know, -ut I don t take mich interest 
in Borouch affairs," 


Le % 40. 
indirest 


(interview was on subject of air raid damage in Kilburn High Rd. This 
is a selected quotation) 


Ya S08 


‘When you go and look (at the damage) they rattle collectémn boxes 
at yoti « Buy a Bomber «= you know, I didn't give a penny. Where's 
the snese? They come and smash London to peices * we go and smash 
Berlin to veioes. Whe e's the sense of it? I've given up hoping 
to sce ony sanity enywhere from Now OMecesecseA Miserable little 
Warden ebout four and a half feet tali rattling a collection box for 


a bomber to go and smash up some streets in Serling I was revolted" 


i ey 


Jorkman's cafe in Kilburn, 1,30 «2.30 om 


wore than usual about work, money anil wages, still quite. 


a lapte percent>ge about raids, shelters ote, Apart from this 


“. mo war or political talk, ta 
lively, friendly atmosphere, but not 2s mith’ joking 
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4.9, 40 


"What's that?" (pointing to mrkiskexinnaixx picture in fv News) 


"Tar, Thatewhat they use.,....". 


| enék early closing heré? ‘/inesiay?" 
, "No, Thursday here, Saturday up in ‘inchley Koad," 
"That's all right then," 
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"finished today?" 


hi 


NO, UD belsize,” 
"Oh yes, 

",eecut with the bottom of the joint, ani the joint's like this..." 
"Some of then are all right ani some of them ars all wrong..." 


"ein the Square, not much of that," 


"Rotten, sone of ‘em" 


a AH C 
a, e e, \s 


"It's warm, isn't it?" 


¥, “How are yout" 
id, 50 "Oh, Ieee’ 


ype 
ae 


‘No, not you, Him in the corner," 
M, 20 “Not too bad,” 


| .. £ te Te ' ~ 
F, "Isn't he getting thin! “hat's the aa ter?" 


a, 20 Been walking me flesh off" (laughs) 


" eaeemt it J. ne 


"1 didn't say it isn't, I said it sho ldn't be," 


"No It's not fair, it isn't, 30/6, That's what myxerx a gir] should 
. _ 2 ‘a ‘ 4 4 . | r eh 
earn, not = fellow, My girl's get ing that, 


Cl 
29, 8, 40 
r, OO 3 


"No you know what they do? They're paid on Saturday and they're brok- 


an uv niav.” 
, ad € 
/ 
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"Right up the shebter, and switched on,....” 


FL, 50 C 


"Here sone the boys” (as troop of workmen filje into shop) 


FI thought you sa on holiday,” 
M, "Gon, Holiday$" 
Ff, "Some people are get ing holidays, 


Our milkaan, he's just had a 
fortnight.” 


li, "Yell, they're not going to give us one," 


29, 8, 40, 


"I wouldn't go in it, I'm supposed to go in the brick one, in 
Priory .oad, but I wouldn't go in it, There's nothing in front of 


> im , - lh emer 
the doors - nothing, 


a, OO v 


"I'l) jus have some tea, then" 
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"Yell, what's wrong with that? You 
4 


: ~ + 8 Rc 7 + oe L 2 ne 
*T'n tadking about the tarthings 


yc. hs ee | 30 


"thy didn 't you stay, then? 


“Why didn't I stay?" 


4,9, 40 


* | . : " 
can always pay it into the bank, 
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lL C.F, 
Se Ge 40, 
FB, 30.C 


1) I saw ir Chamberlain is to go + about time too, Poor old chap, it 
was beyond him, I think his illness pulled him down too, don't you? 


2) In an Anderson shelter, 


3) I had quite : a good night really. It's one of the big ones you see, 


and there's sitting room for fourteen, and now the family have decided 
\eo go to the ibe, so there's only the four of us there, So we've 
got camp beds down there, and made ourselves quite comfy, 


4) Well, I don't trust him too much, 


He25 0 


1) Well, all I feel at the moment I'm afbaid is just I wish it would 
finish quickly. Im just feeling fed up with everything. 


2) Anderson shelter, 


3) Well, it wasn't bad. There was a good deal of >noise, but I got to 
slee quite a bite 


It was impossible to - 
of sleep + just reiterat 


t her to géve any kind of estimate of hours | 
phrases like “not bad" “quite a bit" ete.) 


I 


maven? heard anything bout him for the last Fy days, But I @n't | 
ZI used to read them every day 
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C.F, 


M, 20 C 


iy 


1) I don't think it's so bad, really. I listened to the eight o'clock 

news, but I didn't hear all of it. I heard there are going to be som 
Cabinet changes, My Chamberlain going, Well, some people will be ple@ 
pleased, Ae'’s getting a bit old now. 735 isn't it? | 


a 


2) At the fire stetion, It was my night. 


3) Well, we got a complete night really, Last night. Just once I went | 
out to see if it was incendiaries falling, but it was just the shrapne) 
It was very quiet really, We have two of us « one keeps looking out 


and the other loses himself sort of thing, Sut we got a full night 
last night. 


4) Well, I think he's a better sort of man to lead them than some of the 
I think his difficulty is getting them together, the free Frenchmen, 


r Well, to tell you the tuuht I n beginning to weneey if it isn’t all 
diculous, These raids, what are they getting out gf it towards the 


war « either side, I mean, It won't win the war, it s got no importane 
for the war, I can't make sense of it, 


2) At home in bed, On the ground floor, 
3) About my usual, Six hours, six and a half, 


4) He hasn't beémg doing so well, has he? I wouldn't Like to. 
an opinion really. 
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30 C M20 DM 30D 


"How are you?" 


| ° 


pe Eas 


“eins 


FP. No, not you. Him in the corner." 


. 20 "Not too bad," 


. "Isn't he getting thin! ‘hat's the matter?" 


uw, 20 Been walking me flesh off" (laughs) 


F300 F5OD  30C 


eer * Sut it is. ee he 
"I didn't say it isn't. I said it sho ldn't be." 


io, It's not fair, it isn't, 30/-, That's what myxgrx a gir] should 
earn, not a fellow. wy girl's getting that. 


rod 
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4, 9. 40 
“w. 30D <M 30D 
"Yell, what's wrong with that? You can always pay it into the bank," 


3 (4 
f “"Y'm tadking about the farthings" 


“35C M30 C 
"Why didn 't you stay, then?" 


"Why didn't I stay?" 


3¢ 


30 
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m. 40 C 
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ut, 50 D 


"What time you supposed to be on?" 
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4.9, 40, 


J} 2 “Here come the boys" (as troop of workmen file into shop) 


i, 40 D F'30 C 


(\ FY thought you sa on holiday." 
a. "Gon, Holiday." 
F, "Some people are getting holidays. Our milkman, he's just had a 


fortnight." 


il, "Well, they're not going to give us one," 
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Group of weimen (builders) 


"Finished today?" 


v. 


"No. Up Belsize," 
"Oh yes. 


are wApmeaihe bottom of the joint, and the joint's like this..." 
ae Ee * 

"Some of then| are all right and some of them ars all wrong..." 

secaD tle Square , not much of that.” 

"Rotten, som of ‘en’ 
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5 7 \ "It's warm, isn't it?" 


ee 


4.9, 40. 


Overheards Workman's cafe in Kilburn. 1,30 -2.30 pm 


—EE—EEiOo 


uséneral Impression 


More than usual about work, money anid wages. dStill quite 
a lapte percentage about raids, shelters etc, Apart from this 
no war or political talk. 

Quite a lively, friendly atmosphere, but not as much joking 


as last wekk. 


"What's that?" (pointing to arkiekeximxiizy picture in Ev News) 


2g "Tar. Thatswhat they use......" 


0 0 8,50 0 


> M.."Whensk& eattly clostng her€? Wdnesday?" 


iQ 
Tipe 


F, "No, Thursday here, Saturday up in Yinchley Road," 
M "That's all right then,” 


RUMOULPrS ‘Lilburn 


FF, 50 D The Germans torture _ ritish pilote taken prisoner, 


In @ North country town in England they have been having 
ceaseless raids, and when a German piiot bales out the 
vopuLsace rush up and beat him to peices with frying pans 
and brooms and amything they can lay hold of, 


50 D, Thee . dummy aerodrome at Highgate (gives details of 
it s “position which Inv, could not hear distinetly, not knowing 
the names ef streets ete referred to) and there have been 
many at alba to bomb it recently, 


F, 50 D (serves in workman's ¢: fe), A certain German refugee who 


comes to the cafe is a spy, e &ts there taking ie of what 
they all says (Inv. knows this refugee personally. women 
is learming English, and does énglish exercises faving mealtimes). 
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Hele 
AIR RAID<s 5163040, 


(Night of 3028.40.) 


Belgravia. 


Local pubkeeper, usually a reliable source of information, said that 
small ineendiary bombs had fallen on Eaton Place, Halkin Street, 
Selgrave Square, Lowerm Jelgrave Street. They tiad been promptly 
dealt with by A.iiet. workers and ‘ad done very tittle damage. Inv. 


visited the places named but could see no signs of d*mage, no barriers, 


policemen or specatators. 


Pub keeper also said a Verman ‘plane had been brought down over 
boury bridge on the far side of the railway line. 

Inv. could find no trace of this. Asked a local texi-driver 
who knew nothing of itz nor did the girl in a tobacconist sho 
wic, hnowever, said eo bomb had fallen tmarby in Cambridge Stre 


No trace of this also could be found. 
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Eboury Jridge on the far side of the reilway line. 


(Night of 300840.) 


Belgraviae 


Local pubkeeper, usually ea reliable souree of information, said tist 
small incendiary bombs tad fallen on Haton Place, elkin Street, 
Belgrave Square, ..owerm Selgrave Street. They id been promptly 
dealt with by Asiies. workers end iad done very tittle damage. Inv. 


visited the places named but could see no signs of d' mage, no barriers | 


policemen or specatators. 


Pub keeper also said a verman ‘plane iad been brougit down over 


Inve could find no trace of tiuis. Asked a local taxi-driver 
who knew nothing of itz nor did the girl in e tobacconist sop 
who, however, said a bomb had fallen aaarby in Cambridge Street. 


No trace of tiuis also could be founde 
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right for us ~ we can Sleep in the sfternoon, but the | 
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get any sleepe They elyays come rig 
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| Air Reid Overhears, 


ec e LO Ke 2 


This bombing ‘s getting nesty. I was down on the south cost lest week- 
near © navel eir station, and the bombs fell - bang, beng, bengs One 
thing about it its transitory ~ its soon over. But they killed seveateen, end 
ne thing yox can learn - thet bombing is pretty accurate ; if 

they‘re trying, they dent go very wide of the target. 


Northolt ?, Oh, then you dont live fer from me ; i live et Ruislip, They 
hed eight thuds there les 


31060 4De 


Air Raid rhenrse 


The bombs dont sound so loud as they did in the last wWerts 
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BAPE Ser tats 


imternee LeciLlete. 


JeBePriestley ; I like him, Thats good — * Whoever shares faith * «3; I 


think he's & very clever mane (Opening certre page) Its funny, isnt it. ¢ 
Sumy, the wey he (!iicheel Foot) writes this, You dont know whether he's 
running the ¥Yovermuert down, or whet. tt sounds lik= 6 little bit of x 
Communisns to me. Some perts he runs down the Government. Dont understend 


whet he's seyinge 


ie 
a 

“~ 

Ly 7 


(after teking it awey te reed) 


I dont. know very much ebout ite i think it could have been done alright 


at the begining of the wer. i know there were e. lot of Germans ready to 
help us then ; but I dont know whether they'ld give the best of their 


ebilities now, After the wey they've been treeted I dont know whether they‘ld 
G@e more on aur side ot against us. 


d 


snt 


‘ld 


es ? 2 
5 § ii 
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Internee Leeflet. 


be 
006 
} : Cc ® 


(Reads out front page) 

Thet’s very nice, isnt it. I like Mr.Priestly. He's © very clever wane 
(Turns to beek pags, and reads out top heading) Good, isnt it. (Inv: 
suggests she reeds esntre nage). (She reeds out heeding of centre vege) Oh, 
but why ?2 I cant quite believe thet. Why lock: him up ? I shall have to 

read ite Mey I keen it ? He's right in some things ~- very rizghte 


PLe 
& 


$ Ss: A 


internee Lereflet. 


De 
“~ 


is@ 


Priestley - I listen to him on the wireles , 1 
to centre page, and reeds out heading) Loek 


{> 


Oo om 
(Reeds ont fromt page). 
like him - he talks sense, (Turns 


os he 


up Generel de Gaulle:'; - and ea good thing too. Wouldnt trust any of them 


[*1ld loek them all upe 


rregegies + 


_— ee tl 
7 
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- 
aw 


“x So An 
5lebe4Ge 
: ~ Ltanse “ 
def) ; WO urcts € 


A suell courtroom forming ©. severete: building in one of the yerds of 
the Lew Courts wes used = 
20 e8e405 
- for = Conscientious Objector's Tribunele § ¢ 


inv: went es witness to ¢ friend (Mse26ef4B). 


Ge FG 456 BMe mv: met friend outside Lew Courts, He looked pale and 
rather enxious. Together they ent to find the court-roon, 
but. hed diffievlty in doing so, When they did do so they 

De De MMe were told that theg could not go in yete They welked up- 
ieeiowm for five mins. Friend told Inv: that all thet wes 
recuired of e witness wes to sey thet he had known the 
apolicant to heve held the views he is professing over a 
rumber of yeers. 


724 to enter Court=FOOKs P.Cein charge seperetes epplie- ; 
"om their witnesses, the former sitting in the front bensh, 
etter at the back, 


a a 


fi.’ 


( 4h 


nts 
& vs 
5. Vitnesses or “gra CNC. 


An offieiel (M,50.B.) busies himself with — papers om 
the long teble beneath the “bench 
10 eC eile He @xitsS. 


10 .02e8Me The members of the tribunel enter etd sitat sup rior teble 
("bench"). All 4 are E,cless between 50 & 66 years of ages 


President of tribunel (60eyrse) is more smert-officially 
dressed than the others ~ in black with stiff wus teeeay collars | 
iie does the talking throuzhoute 


All stend until tribunel is seeted, -y 


10.05 .8me Proecedings sterte Applicents core oviderttly teken in e 
elphabstical order. : 
The nauve of Hollowey is called 
to Pela * Theat * the second t 


but no~one AaNnSWerse PF 
— isnt mm La shoal "res". 
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Ri et 
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OW VLourtgse 


(C.0. Tribunel conte) 


e employer are handed to the Pres. | 
Pres, asks if his name 15 eecccoses , if he is an eréhitect ond stage- 
designer, if he is amployed with the She/’field Repertorye 


Applicant (to last ce) "Noe" (hunts for paper giving full title of the 
theetrical business he is now working fore 
# 

Pret. “ You say in your statement e<..0e. " (resds statement basing his 
- elein for exemption on personel belief that humen life is secred end no 
one should be asked to teke it, ord expressing his willingness to 

serve 4)2, country in any civilian Gapacitye) 


Reads letter from friend, ate vouches for applicent's sincerity, 
says if does not hold epplicents vii ws, and thet hie brother is serving 


ean in the ariay ® 
neh, 


imen letter from employe(r wno, #s well es Supporting the 

geminenesr of “wpplieent 's contenticn, puts forwerd the theetreg's claims 

‘en his services. ; | 

| : 

Pres, (on fins shing this lettey') " An odd mixture of Concience with 
\ ; Dusiness." 

(membere of tribunal smi/le) 


Pres. then. Starts on cross—questioning epplicente 


j 


why: hes he not joined, eny orgenisetion holding similer view to 


‘ his own q ; 
a Agplicse *e has ferued his / personel code of right livinge 
| «Pres, Is he rel igious u / 
) | Abplic,. Ne, butf¢ he weiieves in © social code founded on Yhristieon 
cS eam Aie 
| Press Do his humeniterien, yeanei ples demand that he help © wounded 


- 
Se ; P : 
art eee é 
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* ix . oe 
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’ mm. a 
2 \ Court eS & 


f 


( CeOe Tribunal ) (cant.) 


unitSe 
PresSe iihat objection has he to joining the ReAclieCe. ? 


Aplic, You ere then pért of the army engeged in killing. in the event 


of Invesion or some sudden emergency you might be told to shoot 
the @nenye 


Pres, You neednt worry about that. If you are registered for non«combate: 
auties you do not nave to Tighte 


Avlic, wrotests rather vaguely. ‘The Army is different to the civilian 
nopuletione 


rres, Neither the Army or amyone else likes or wents wer. 
ApLlic,. Everybody thinks it wrong to kill. 


Prése Domt you realise thet people thet think ss you do, at this time, 
aré in 4. small minority. 


Anlic. Xes. 
Pres. whisperte behind hand to man sitting next hime. 


You would rot be willing to go to the essistance of a wounded 
soldier, ? 


Avlic, . if there were people more competently treined to do it I should 
Let. them do ite Anyone cen join the ReAelleCe if they want tos 


Pres, Your jehb - is it entertaining of the troops, or ordinary repertory 
work. 


Avlice Ordinary Repertory worke 
Prd. )8479H) TOES )>)b1SDIE )$0) Do 1447990 For) ROD IODMDAtERD ausios ORI 
Pres. You have a friend here I think :; will he come up heres 


Aplic. sits dow, end Inve goes up to desk. 


1h 
ioe einaaunrn alana 
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7 ae 
deh Ee ae = Pop ch * See 
, r " 4 agi! 4 Mein a as Wa nite. 8 see) 
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Lew Courts. 

(CeOe Tribunel cont.) 

Inv; is nervous, his yoice a bit hele, and he leens on teble insiead of 
stending ur a foot away from ite 

Pres. 2sks him his full neme, 
Inv; gives ite 
PYreSe How Long hove you known the aplicente 
Inv: Twelve yeers (Looks round ®t Aplie. for conforméthon. 
Pres, How long has he heid these view. 
Inve As to the taking of human life ? ever since I'v know héa. 
Pres, And es to vightinge 
Inve! fell I suppose thet came up more when there was the threst of ware 
Pres» Heve you «iiseussed these watters with hin ? 
Invg Yes. 


Pres, In argument, or do you also hold his viess ? You ne dnt enswer 
| thet if you dont want toe 


\ 


Inv. Both, Argument. But I do share his views to some extente 


PreS, Do you do eny work ? What ere you engaged in ? 


INV p’ _Sociel reseerche 
: tS sy 


dae 
es 


PreSe io you belong to an orgenisation thet does this ? 


Inve hes tates, then seys Mess Observation. ( Men on right of Pres. 
repests * Mass Observation" in « slightly contemptuous tone) 


, * ae i nag ; 
‘ i ace, Aas , : . a ; 7 
2 $y . ‘ ae it be F s : : . 
, v i a — 4 = re ¥ : . - . : 
. & @ "7 : ‘ : 4 ? : : R 
% p . ‘ a . t g » 7 7 * ,! : ; ’ : o . 
ie % VY Ut | eo Se | | 
it : Bt 2 $. } ‘ ; 4 P . > 2 & ‘ : , : : : . ; é 
qt 4 if . 2 pen) 2 ie ¥ > & - ie. ; 
+e “a é + , . >, in he. m i e eo La . , aa a com , : Kae ts 
oP ee o $ ~ . ry oe a? Sek 7 a “a ea . te ae * ay Ps ’ ‘ race a 
$ baa : y 4 P F : Liemeicn pied ; Aen 0 aoe Syn 4 ch baie nad ian Phe vas dij ies tt RSS Peres 8 tks a et) © Peay iy: % OLE ae One, Vo hy A mad #3 apa je - hae sot » . ees 
S. ; ape S aakense Be me [iS ot tN ae =" . ie 7 ay " : tins ” < tes ‘ iktind. cod PROT ik ee ON 3 ~ PUR hize =O 4 ae eA 2 RAlere ar ROE Fee tee oa 7 ? . «SRR eas ts. a ‘th 
Bs. > met seth pat SES ae ~~ i Et eR yor dt Po te Sa ak A athe, 1% *, f » een eee 4 Nee psy — SA a. tt a tec) ee v a = i aek TSA? GA, . well 
‘ 4 45 * > © Pe pes i bah 8 ' ety FN ete ee ‘ de Rn Ww Hotes at A os Oe mts xe neta: “ oe. 4g + eRe i “ss te ail ret ee - a ; = ™ * ek : e ay abe Saran oe " 0 Ne Se 4 one e 4h ie WAS v4 G4 ~ " Z 


lin ET nities Slt hala sg adapt emen sega 03 


sb Re 


HePe 
31leSel0e 


Lew Courtse 


(CeOe Tribunele cont.) 


10 ¢ elle Pres, delivers verdict ~ Lieble to be called for non+- 
combetent duties onlye 


Inv;'s friend is inveited to leeve, end, 
¢; goes BlB0e 


eo OeAe Says that Fe3GeC. is suffering from the lack of 
sleep. She complains of a constant pain in her back due 
to catching a chill in the Anderson shelter where she goes 
during the night when the werning is sounded. Feis0eCe 
finds that she cannot do ler work during the day, remarks that 
‘she nas no heart for it* and kneels down to make the beds 
and wash the bath ete. Also remarks frequently that Hitler 
‘is trying to wear down the working classes,.' Is not 
nervou: of airraids during the day anc refuses to take 
siielter but says siie is nervous if there is a warning when 
she ias gone to bed. Says she cannot bear to lie in bed 


ing 
listen/to the drone of planes overheat, 


» 


hat 
Finds that her nerves are fecling tie strain of air-raids. 

. Jumps at all noises, especially banging doors, car orns or 
cars ‘revving’ their engines expecting these to be the begin- 
ning of an air raid warning or guns or bombs. Finds tiat the 
lack ot sleep is telling on ner skin, h alth as well as her 
nerves. Tries to sleep during the day but finds this 
impossible. Refuses all invitations to go far from home. 

Has an instinctive desire to run for home as soon es the 
air-raid warning is sounded. FPinds that other people's 

morale nas an effect on hers. If with a nervous person at once 
feels nervous while if with someone who tre: ts the raids 
Ccagually, reacts the sane wey herseif. Will not sleep in tiie 
house alone in case she might sleep through a warning. 

hemarked to a friend that it was the first time she ‘iad ever 


felt old. 


AU 


Pe300Ae says that she has noticed a great chenge in 
Fe40eA Since her last visit to F.5O0.Ae a fortnight ago. 
Pe40.A. lives near Pulborough the surrounding districts of 
which have been bombed pretty consistently during tie last 
two months. (7.40.A has jiad bombs in her village about 

200 yards from her liousee) F 930ceA5e says that F.40.A 


seems distrait, jumpy an looks tired. Has lost a great deal 


ort her energy and enthusiasm. Says that she is unable to 
write (she's a writer by profession)ewing to the strain of 
sisbendnn faa7ee ee of planes. Pe4QgAe told Fe50cAc 
that she was very upset as a child in the village had been 
killed the previous night owing to a dug-out falling in. 
FedO0eAe wondered if this was the explanation of the change in 


the morale of FP, 406 Ae 


ae + a 
»~@eve* Ve 


i 
NOrves 


( servent to Imr: ) 


Thougre knowa *o Iav: to heve hed nerves very edversely «effected by the raids, 
she did not. edmit to knowing ony czse of sir-rsid nerves other then of two 


. - , “es ~ | % - . % oe ~_eu Ty + - ge oo “we Af "l « 
cases of wonen having bebies born prematurelye 


when a Wermming goes she 2t onee comes into the roow wnere Invi is working 
and stends,looking misereble, until Inv: takes sowe notice of her, when she 
sither leaghs nervously, or mekes some remark such ac " Its ° nightmere, isnt 
it 7?" oy * I cgont know whether Im on my heed or my heels ", If refused 
Sorversstion by Inv: she mekes herself tea in the kitchen, ond usually drops 


something, in the process. 


Li 4 
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Are® ACZFLIVLLLCS.s 
wll TV lascaiig - afr 
yuli ibiile beveSVe 


Tre OeeiMe, Barton Court, *erons Court de Stirrup Pump demcastretion 
and practice. 


Berton “curt i: © block of some 70 Beeless flats. Tnere head becn en 
obseure little nrotiee pinned up in the hall for ehbout a fortnight ennouneing 
the prectice © cenonstretion of the stirruy pumpe It was advertised for 


TlsOetmMse, but it sould take plece only efter the Ali: Cleer hed sounded at 
— Ow | 


ebout Tle Ve The verformanee wes on e bit of lawn belonging to the buildir 


‘he Daronstreter wes en * outside" women werden 3; her helpers & leernere 
rece the romen werden of the block of flets and © man (45eB.) = one of the 
flet tenants - who often heips her, unofficially, in her duties, 


 & P gm e ~ _ ‘ — . - — _ a Se « vo 4 oat | x . oe ee 4 ? ae “> 7 - * . 
Snectetors vores Invi, 2 young Seclass couple enc thete 7 yre old Son, no 
d.:7. Se ak “2 or : ~~ ae ow ye) oi “y e. “ - . £utcr . ‘~~ = ~“ 
more them 3 or | posserseby who paused = few .seconds, end & cate 


een sprecda on the grass, an up=-turned milk-bottle 
iery tomb. two buckets of weter stood near, the stirr'’ 
pubp «tending in one of t The visiting 7,"erden took the length of ho 


bore 
iw? 
{> 
na 
ES 
. 


Visiting werden " You fling yourself flet * he lies on her stoemeeh 
vith one knee drown up for lesverrge * end then work yourself forward, ss -2 
keeping well down *. she finds her service respirntor impeding her, so site 
up end removes it. “nen crawis nearer the "bomb", but now forgetting to ke: 
well dom. " Vopee pleese ". Home werden pumps, and otner directs thin 
jet of weter (re “spray” was noticesble) round & sbout the "bomb". F .50, 

wetenest this closely. Visiting warden scays ™ You want to reise the nozzle 
end cirect it °* the bese of the bomb * Does soe lietQeBe “* 1 BOO, You 
went to get at its roots," Cat leaps about, end the water is turned ont =. 
it, enusing some leughSe Smabe Inv: relieves home Werden eat the pump, b 
this stracts susll boy, who asks, end is allowed, to do the pumpinge 

Amon, 50.5. has joined the group, end hes e suggestion es to how to he 
the hose over your right shoulder. Gets dowm in wardens place end shows wi 
he meen. | 


: 


\ 


This '@oneludes the demonstration & practice, 


, PS “= sate Be X salle is 
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Chureh Service. 


St.lisry Abbots, High Ste, <ensingta: 


Inv: wes about to enter the door ct 


rv, 


Policw Stetion next door went off § The 


women With their fingers in their ears 


othevs tried to enter, but the ‘erger sc 


recrest ehelter in Holland Ste" 


le 


LLleQe@Me 


Ii.0.em. when the Siren from the 


yongregetion ell left, many of the 


% 


go ghey = 4. ? * 4 s o we oO; a? , 1 
2senjnet the dine . Inv: end one or ¢' 


= 


F 
LG 


" Will you pleese meke for the 


HeP. 
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Letters ree lire Duff Cooper's * Come on Hitler * Broederst, 1768e4@ 


The 48 letters on this subject show a 69 % disseproval, © 23 % apreval, and 
» more or less irelevent. 


Tne Letterewritexs can be @elessified es follows « 
Sig Fe 


Awe CmiDe A=uBRe CoD» 
Og 14 S 2 


: 
: 
4 

+ 
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Pf geen . oe 
wON) @eeeegerseteeskeeseeeeee BO fi? 


i ate” © elass @e*eeeenteeese 70 te 


Aprove., a8 well «os being less then dissaprovel, is dlso mare generelé vague” 


The Srovnderst's "*heertening*® end "tonie" effects are the quelities most 
generally referred to. 


Quotes ; " Your streight telk is, to e man of thefrworlg. the required 
terie in these deys,* 


Religious. An oustanding feature of these letters is tht 15% of 
shem are from people derling chiefly with religious espeéts. 


pro Dee 
® I would like to express my appreciati 

lest broadcast ~ = we feel at this | 
is e . greeter power than 
ng to show His § 


ee 
P ters a 


Pe NE AB sauptoe 


fay Bester 
rd Pegs FO Ree ere eon ote + oy a 
Ngee, bd ha | co rf Bw * “s er ae igi. 

> > ae * wakes Ne Lane 
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ire Duff Cooper letters (conte : t 


on. "% 
A 
ee 
~~. : 
: 
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: Criticism. “ 


nd . The foregoing shows the predowinent trend, bared lergely on ferr, of 
hostility to the Broadcasts 


_ 


He wes ettecked for, emongst other things, Thestrieality, Bed Payeholozy, 
Bed Teste, Leck of Dignity, Unsesmly Levity, Pathos, Sertimentelity, Ly 
“etred, and Arrogences : 


te wey. a ae Te 


7 


ie Ope 
a hh sth te 1 


Twe wrote to the P.M. asking that he should be relieved of his ¥ffiee. 


. Deehniceie There were fowr edverse criticisms of his Delivery sgeinst ont 
ne thet thought it goods 


Peni teas Am 66 me Sea thy ety 8 knee 


, He was unfevorebly compered to the following Sroedeasters — | 


'  . Neve Officer on " Convoye * ( by 3 writers \ a 
3 h A Toronto Journalict. , me 
: ot Churehiil,. : 


devent Metter, One letter derlt rlmost exelud vely with ew vin: 


of lack of nirersid wornings, enother 4s 2. long 
Religious effusion, enother information «bout 
probable spies, 


5S Rule Deel BRR I lS a aes. 


lireDurf Cooper letters (conte) 


Sully one cuerter of the letters showed, openly or not, ferr of whet the 
chellenge aignt bring forth in Air pg or imvesion.e lost of these secused 
the liinister of teking edvantage of weelth or position in securing his 
chiid's « and even his own - sefety u nile colling down Hitler,s wrath én 
the unprotected. } 


QuUOCteGd { = 
‘ There may be 2 vague wish for them to come again, mt not 
where I live. I am sure, sir, that on reflection you wil] 
cece that such - stetement comes rether ill edvrisediy from 
you Who heve been eble to send your children cleer of all 


ee = ae 
JOO LE « 


ee a ee ee ees oe 


" jf you ere anxious for the Germens to invade this land, 
are note ve ere not rich enough to be eble to send our 
wives & chiliren to lends of arfetye Our wives heve to gg 
through cir reids dey & night end we dont went them to 
have the further “Hell® of invasion, They heve many yee. 
of inerecsing terror to look forwerd to end your specches 
dont hely them.” | 


Qqgtag™ ~~ 88 . ae o» 


* And why did you show such lsek of confidenee in your 
country's effort, by sending your children to Aneriea ?* 


“ YWweny parents would face the worst with equanimity, if, 
Like you, their children were out of the danger zone. 
Yost of our womenfolk ere fecing up to the situetion 
like the heroines they ere, but they share the seme 
instinets thot inpelled you to protect your child." 


a | 


——— ———EE—————————— OE —_ 


« four vex ey clever tolking is very nice behind the pax 
sefety thet your weclth insures, your own child sefel; 
tueked owey in Americe,. You cought to see whet hes 
happened to some peoples kiddies.* 
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—— — eas —_— 
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" It may be ell very well for you, ur.Durf meme = n yor 
sefe stronghold during ean air aoa pee lB ot in ws 


it must meen for those in) 
before you let yourself be 
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Maida* Vale 


Air Raid 


nv woken by loud knocking at flat door and voice 


quicklye Sombs are fallinge" 
She cougd hear no planes or gunfire or explosions. 


complete darimess as her curtains were still drawn. 


got up, put on dressing gown, got torch and bag and wen 
kitchen of block of flats. 
In the"Shelter" | 


; 55 Bs: F35 Bs F128 Cz F 45 C: (housekeeper's wife): M 40 B: MU 50 6 ( 
eer 


except F 35 
All the women/had been downstairs since the -arning went. They 


Sat a 


7 


and dozede Conversation now hinged on the three expbosim f heard a few minutes 


after the all-clear. ‘lo one expressed anger, only mild annéyance,. 
woken by the alleclear, said; | : 


"The 
rpose. 


rmans hear the alleclear and then cone 
They would. Ruining our beauty.” oe 


streets. F 55 B said they were incendiary 


The noise was likened tos 


rape ney 


think." 


After being in th e shelter for + hr. she went 


aye + 


h 


« & 


li-eclear reat as she was going cute 


As she left the ha se someone called out "The Varrington's been hit." 


FM! Eee Sy ee nated mies 23 PT ee Le Ne eR ibe 


mbs fallen." He gnaid; 


upstairs and 


vyilipghs by this time. 


resser and 


"Elgin Avermme, 


the 


“Hotel 


at corner of Randolph Avenue and Sutherland Avenue, a minute's walk from her flat) 


She went in that direction. 


and no one there. 


Nothing of 


Turne’ north up *%utherland Ayenve and 


ge to sec anywhere near tha 


tae 


comer, 


walking gar@@x alonrg Lanark 


Road which gaxx crosses Sutherland Avenue at right angles about 100 yards further 


F 45 De “No, we're 


the all-clear went but got back jolly qmick. 81 


$ 


"You look like refugees. 


15 


Has your house been bombed?" 


* from the shelter. B 


d we ‘ear it? Not ‘alf. 


n there all night. 


ot 


e've cot 
t need ovr sheets these nights 
little girls walked by he 
to her pushed a pram. 
1 them people. 


Bu 
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M35 D said 


geclass/vomen laden with rungs, bags, cases ani childrens 


Geme out when 
ested plane still over'ead and 

he Conservatite Govern 
we dont." 
side, very 
"Cant sleep in 


Some rol] up on the floor, 


here all night, we ‘ave." 


Men selling 


aE katate a to ie ee 


lag? or 


ee x oY : 4 > <u 4) 


Maida Vale 


Air 


"Near enough last night® he said. "And they came after 


wait for that you know. “hey’re over practically all the time 
any equipment we could have potted some of them yestemlay, tut it’s only the other — 
chaps that have that." . 
Inv asked him what he meant and what servi e he belonged to. fe said: g 
"Im RAMC. “e don't do any of theshocting. It*s all the artillery men, you , 
knowe Oh, well, I've seen worse than thise “his doesn't worry me, Unless they*re 


right over heard. “ut it was near enough, near enough." 


Shirland Roade Walterton Road. working-class district) 


Knots of people standing about. me on way home from shelters, ca rying 
rugs, cases, etc. Men on way to worke Ovheards ccnfired almcst entirely te 
"news" about where bombs had fellen. : 


‘alterton Road. . : : 
therland Avenue 

Kensal Rise 

Denmark Koad 

Albert Road 

Salisury Road (someoby said “The school there’) 


Other remarks centred rowd the fact of the bombs having fallen after the all-o 


3 a 


In Walterton Road, where many veople stood abovt in basement areas and on 


t 


door steps, inv s ok with a working man and his wide, both aged 35. Le 


“I hear you got a bomb here?" | ? 
"aye, so they say," (laughing) "I8ve walke? up | 


. ef ster : , 


"Wheee did you 


"We s at up in @ 
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MALO eS 


: eee Mt 


plosiong came 7 minutes after the all-clear and the warning 


last explosions 


| Two women = 45 @ and 35 © = told Inv they'd been in a shelter all night, had 


| gone to a friend*s howse for a cup of tea after the alleclesr and b en there when 


\ the explosiam s and the next alarm went. they Carrie’ rugs and bags and were notw 


aos on *heir way home. 
! P35 D, wearing a black dress which might have been a nirht¢ress and carrying 
a bottle of milk, told Inv shé'd been up all night. “Hitler*s ruining our beauty 
® She cite? the places where the bombs had fallen, including practically all 
those already given. She spoke with an air of authority as if shé'd actually seen 
could see no evidence of damce in either Walterton Road or Elgin Avenue. 
did not Walk the whole length of either of them as they are of considerable 
ss Yength and it is possible ghough not probable that she hus been mistaken. She coald 
| , length of Englin &venue, and there appeared to be no area of special activity 
| off. In her vicinity nowhere did she see broken windows or other 
** evidence of "blast." 
ay 
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ittlin: in charge of women’s section, knowm as WOMAN*S VOICE, of 


United Correspondents, an organisation of overseas press correspondents in London | 

| 

9 tee ae 
who"formed themselves into a privete association with the cbject of lessening | 


the difficulties of press reporting in war-time.” (See attache? letter.) 


Inv saw Alma \ittlin at her flat - 16, Queens Court, Queen Square, %.C. 1, this 
afternoon. Miss "ittlin is a Pole, has lived in England for some time, knows 
and speaks the language well, has specialised in Spanish history, «written a book 
"Isabella of Spain", and knows Spain very well. Is small, dark, easy to talk 
to, and probably about 45 years olde 

Miss Wittlin said she joined the United Correspondents after it was formed; 
She vas not a fowundation member. It is an organisation of both men and women 
journalists, nationalities included being: Swiss, Czech, Manish, American, Polish 
a tai Their articles were transalted into several languages, includings 
German, Czech, Hungarian, Arabic, Vanish and French. For the most vart they 
went to America and the British Vominions and were syndicated to many newspapers | 
in each countrye 

Her idea at the beginning of the war had been to form seme kind of publicity 
centre for women. She drew up a synopsis-of her scheme and presented it to some 
wonen'ts societies. hilt she does not publicise any particular society, she draws 
on mary for her material which forms the background of her worke She had recently 


DAvygtsd | oe | 
had access to material at the\Institute of Public Opinion. It was with the idea 


of getting more and @ifferent material that she had approached MeQ. a 

Inv told her the kind of information M-O had on women and she was partioularl; 
interested in the morale aspect. nentioned in pa’ ticular the r por b on ¥ j : 
Differences in Morale" and she said that ws “ Beh | 
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~ ghe either didn't know or would 


thing about the 
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: 
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association. 


inane 


Shesaid she got paid for her atticles and she supposed 


ee 


got paid. 


Inv left her an M-O War Libary leaflet and copies of US 14 and U 


Generai Impression 


speaks i 


than if she were an English woman in a similar position. 


(Samples of articles attached to be returned to Alma Wittlin. 


bably the best type of “popular” jourkalist, though the fact that she is 


na slightly foreicn way makes it more difficult to assess her character 
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siting for it1" This is the gperal feeling, particula ly 
e fact that sewral people in ephas avenue are said to hi 
because they were wa liking’ te when the bomb dropped. . 
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Hall we do is eat, sieée) and go to the shalters." sigs 
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a, ore tty general feeling, inv . belives - one, i fact, W 
Woeone is talking about 

a. @rong demand for Berlin bombing, 

which is spreadin to hate of the ermen pa ple as ay 

most often “Bastard.” A wanan in"Gnthy Street sits 

day cursing “Hitder bastard.” 3 
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£6 in fours 
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The Danas. 

On Sunday morning, everyone qurne 4 ous to Lock at te denne. 

At least six bombs were dropped fisntigmxmeon Stenkey; the arena near 


the damage were barriered off, and police kept tack evwryone exept 
residents. 


roughly, the damage was; 
d. hole in the ground near Mile ind Baths - went right ae tang 
to tndergound. Baths windows suashed, | 
Hole inground furtter up} windows smashed, | 
Bomb on yeett Ghayel Hall « went through into the shelter, 
Bombs on" several back streets. 


Crowds of people stoai at the terriers; talk was _— the = 
fiche" which was seen y sterday evening, and the alleged paraclmtists whe 
descended from the crashing plaje , and also about inefficiengy of 
siren aystea. Fecling is wry strong about this = vecple are i ed, 
and don't lmow wit to do for the test. Thare is @ lot of caupent atout 
not opening certin public shelters witil the waning goes — people can 
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bem use they we had somthing to do. We was all right witli) fans eet thm 
all done up - adout 16 of then, there were - tm: fter thet w just 
went all in..Absolutely. 1 doa't @e1 s good now. 1 really thought my 
mumber was upe “ | ; 


Anotler wreon described th scere in lycett Chare 
which is a baement underneath a public hell. M50, There was 
crash, and the Hg cayed in. A lot st aged. —— > 


: 7 ee ’ 

ts 4 mex z 4 

i TMs eR CS i an °) ome & ng ; 
J ae Aa ee Saw ; a 5 as 

Se AE! CON aE | “ Fe Sean ai eee oe” ‘: ae = 
2 IRIS NG ct es me 
ea Shh oS : sig as oS + Tax. = 

ee ste a 7 wes 
STMT ea ee nei” — 
Gre . ee 4 ae . 
Oe ae ae a 1 gee ‘4 ae 

is ‘ : wi gy . 


5 Poy ek Fi ia ot. ’ “ . EL Se ye cal ae eae Ot sip tet sf hiss 4 Disiig hae. he 
; Ry ae eae ” lea ed 8 aie aunt? oe 5, ten . : . en TOG RS eee ne Me aS ee GORE TO 
: , PRE ee aes Oe Mu Re. RP SM ag ae EAS eee fe nt ty ER Bees si ~ , BPO ee OP, EE TS eee, : am Wagers’ ~‘y, re Oe Sea) 
*. J ot age ig ~ < bas ra Pe ne ae! . - ~ + a 2 > re, ‘ ‘ ” at , + 7 
ae A 4 i a > . ee s ; , “ 2 — sone yr — ss, : Sh ie be eae a 
Aon et A Ce ETE Sot ee OE i Ca YEE Big RT OIE ras a ae z ee: 
Td. Ys , Ln ag SS CITI: Ne ne ES a hk Peehishy fixe. bi) ey feat a Sade i ey zis AL EOO es et Foo eA TNE YE ae Soe Bor aia glee Gt an Tle ova NS is a 
Ok) ‘ ve ee ¢ CB Pee TA SN phy ORS Snes i pt ee or nein Sah Bg hes y res gS RD ah tI BR LS VS ge PR : 
‘ Sad. oe Se i pat ae ots oe eh oe Cy aes | See Sy 5 Len ae ho re- Sas eee " eof Mx Peete Fee ee ? CN Aker . : y ‘ 
tt SO A ae > ie AEM OS brs <<" ee BA i> 4 nea oe OME st A eS ee ra) 
ne Tg es, 7 1h +S oi ahs , 2 A ha @ ie 


wae ig wrt 


dell oe a  adanneient! aael 
PYAR Aran | are eet Rec ae alee pte, 
Pee ces or aeainbape rere etapa ectae inset ean vtdinsttel Ree teat tacara tenia teniphtitectie titles 


. 1.8.40 
Tat 
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“pefare the warning, "1t~i te fimny" wid iny s c mpanion"If there was 
a wagning now. " ‘nd imumbieta stortly afterwards there was one. 
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| the warning went, the shelter was 
much notice ig tazen @£ hight warnings, now - 
to be wore accurate than sirens. 


here had bbhen several flar s in the distance, which 
said were burning barrage balloons, and 1i ‘tle knots of p®op 
dn the middle of the road, diecussing these. “thors were 


Fa 


By tenethrity, the shelter was very fulle«all four foms o 
\ woann was brought in, half fainting, and itwas o 
have to go out, to make rom for ber. A polic 
peonic, includins inve gO to the next shelter, q | 
is always emmty. *his is the other end of ‘mithy Street. bs 


+a 


t kusat end all gone us ~* the one oar ond, fur G any ; 


‘ne of the four went home to get a db 
arrived with it, the all clear went. The other ¢ 
di se “noionted. 


om Elo Pegk)s Yeo let's 
all clear go soon. There s no use in ging 
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F25C3 Yould you ever belive it - just as wo were 
coutor table. 


2C; Just @r 


Stepney. 


Aertal Activity over Stepney. 


There had been three warnings during the day, and everyone was sitti 
door-steps or standing in the street, in anticipation of a fourth, "I's 
silly, siting for it like this’ they told each otter, but did barge to 
correct the silliness of it. 


‘Daring the nine o'clock news, there ms a nonontary hi teh. bebiiones: ‘rushed 
out of her house, and shouted, “The witless isa offi " “The wireless is off. 
The wiveiegs is off" went fran mouth to mouth, and soon —" An ‘tat 
road (Sidney Street) was preparing to take cover. 


In gaithy street, people were taking chairs and rugs into the — 
gnelter . 


Pretty soon, the wireless went off really, and then ew ryon{ ) Was in 
a state of sheer suspnese. “Any minute, now ." +iey were ali r to dive 
into the shelter, at the first blast of the waynin 2 Seargh1ights dAnghad 
beaned across the dy. "Ls that a acroplene? " "God, this 
is killing me" etc, a : 
| 


Suddenly, there alr &PtPme flash, and a loud thud. A girl scremed. 
Another fainted; a boy lay hiaself flat on the groui, in the street. A woman 


rushed into the house saat door - “thay ',e here? Beople flew into the shelter, o 
The street was canpletely Cleared in the space of BOseconds. . 


In the slelters, there was mom@tary chaos. The outlet entered by - 


women in our shelter most frqquently, is groaning. Yanen were groaning , one 
or two were crying; the younger wmen lay on deck-chairs, panting. The bey 
who tlrew himself on the ‘loor was rubbing his chest - he had bruised it. 
The won tried to be helpful, mt were feeling bad thenselves. One mm went 


into the lavatory and was sick. 


After a time, the shelter quientened down, and people aa prone to o. 
to sle@o. But before they had a chance to settle dom, tae clea" 
went. Nobody moved. They weren't goin. to be fooled by the sien: t alk 
during the whole period was of the inefficiency of the siren, it was ead 
that since we could tell ten mimtes before the tomb droped that a raid 
was imsenent (by the wir eleas), - ly the authorities ovuld warn us in 
that time. Speculation as to where thé banb could have fallen, bets Nite 
End Station, Stepney Green Station, a grass aa és 
baths , as ee . 


the Station, ant another fel. rat eidal the 
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be ascertained at this point, because that pert of Mile né Road was berriered 
off. 


There weren't mmy eo .le about. The main source of troub c was that the 
trolly-bus wires had tween severed, ani there was no service to take people 
home, There :weye a lot of Stratford and Ilford people there, and they vere 
more or less stranded. 


A min who was in the pub. opposite stqney Green Station, said, "I've 
never run so fast in all my life. Gogh? The noise of 168 There was a 
loud hissing noise, ond then « 1 flews We all did. The window - wll , 
there arn « any, now. “y God, what a rowd" 
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Another man, 230, who bad his i biprs lacerated by glass, said, “Now 
I know why some blokes are paci fists," 


Warden mid (M35C): There was one wang with a baby - got really 
hysterical. Standing streaming “What shall 7 dot “here shall 2 got" I took 
her taby, and did what I could. “hey soim got control again, though. It's 
marvelous, really, how Quickly people do get unier control. 


Back in the shelter, few people md moved .Someone had brought in -n 
old g amaphone, and this ms blearing aiay a dreary Yiddish sougsbout 
mother love. A lot of ‘idlich smgs are about other love. | 


Inv. was in a Cafe when the next siren went. No-one moval, «After a 
few minutes, ama got up and went round with the "Spitfire" collecting box 
Ewryone put emething in, ¢x@pt a Gaumnist in one corner, ‘The cafe begg 
to £411 We S ver yone wo Cane in mas (approacte d for money for the Spitfire. 


Dering the intervals between the emer gucy periods, un-one left Snithy 
Street shelter, althoug: 4 few people stood at the entrances. "hen the next 
siren went, tere fore, people wope alre@ y in their >laceg; most of then 
were Sieeving; the g as@phone yas oe whining on. -ome of the wonen bectme 
snappyt “Don't block up the | Switch that row off" "Don't keep singing.": 
*ron't emeise® “Don't g@ out of the ae; ber" etc. etc. “hon there ms gm-fire, 
three or four young people tried to mike a noise, singing, to drown the ye 
noise, bat no-one wuld co-operate; . a the older ones kdt saying “Shih .* 
if they Liked hearing the gms. 
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General impression. 
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of papers was wry gn ral. 
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Air Raid 


General Impression 


No alarm. Wo hgsteria. Still somewhat cf a novelty in this area, anc 
therefore the subject of interest, as almost any accident might bee Talk 


heard was confined to “news? about wher bombs had fallen, to comment on the 


bombs coming adter the “alleclear" and to the fact of having been up all nighte 


The only actual grumble heard was from the working claSs woman who said this 
wis kke what we'd got to thank the Congervative Yovernment for. 


Normal early morming activity such as milk and paper distrilbwticn seemed 
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Bomb in Downton Avenue 
me 
Preliminary notes; 1. the account is pmrgx chronological ;summary 
and conclusions at the end. 
2. The bomb fell at 112 Downton Ave, which belongs 
to Mr. and Mrs. Dwyer, evacuated with a Ministry to Blackpool 
114 is occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Bailes, a retired couple 
116 is occupied by Mr. and Mrs. EXHM&M, also retired 
126 by Mr and Mre Birch (Rous@¢ 
122 by Mrs Mackie and her maid Sarah 
124 by inv, his mother and father 
126 by Mr and Mrs Grange, whose shelter inv and parents share. 


Saturday evening Inv was at the Crystal Palace at the time of the 


warning and arrived home about half an hour afterwards. Coming up 


the road he saw an auxiliary fire engine in the road, with the hose 


going through No. 114; 112 seemed to be still standing but all the 


windows had been blown out. 

Inv got into shelter and was told what had 
happened. As soon as the warning went, there had been three whistles 
and thuds: “the shelter shook but the bang didn't seem loud enough 
to be anywhere near"(inv's mother). People in the shelter seemed 


no more worried than they usually are at the sound of anti-aircraft 


fire. It was only after inv and his father had gone down to see 
what had happened, and had reported a nouse knocked down except for 
its front walls, that they began to get worried. At one explosion, 
fairly near, Mre. Grange got on her kneess on the floor and said “My 
God, they're coming"(she would never even say ‘damn’ in public in 
normal: circumstances ) 

Usually anv and father leave shelter at about 
10.30 and go to bed, but this night they stopped the whole time. 
Whem the all clear went, mm all went down to the damage, where 


there were a few other neighbours. Some are describing their 
experiences:"I was in the coal cellar,it lifted me right off my 
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Indident “es LE 7.9.40 
feet"(woman on opposite side of the road),"it blew me right across 
thr voom"(two doors away). The Baileys, the people next door, were 
standing, looking very bewildered. They offered to show people the 
plaster from 

damage; inv and the next door maid went through; half the/ceiLlings 
were down, and the side passage between the two houses was fll of 
magonry. Baileys had been in a cupboard under the stairs, and they 
kept on repeating their experiences:Mr. Bailey “I heard the ceilings 
fall down, and I wouldn't let my wife get out until it had all 
stopped". Thies sid again and again. 

an the ,arcen the real Gamage could be seen. The bom wad fallen 
on the house at the back, had completely demolished it except for 
the front wall. The next house down the road(110) had been rather 
badly blown about. Mr. Bailey looked at his tomatoes and said “all 
my nice tomatoes spoiled” in a sort of stunned tone. 

Outside again, the conversation had changed. People were now 
saying that it was an act of providence that nobody had bee nurt. 
The @wyers were evacuated, and the next door neighbours had gone 
down to the public shelters for the first time in their life. This 
was generally regarded as an act of providence. : 

It was getting cold go the few people there woon want home;the 
firemen were still rushing about, playing on a broken gasmain. 

As soon as inv was indoors, an uncle from 6wo streets away came 
round,looking very shaken with his hair all untidy. He had been 
sitting in a room when the first bomb had dropped two streets away 
from him in the other direction. The windows had beeh blown in. His 
daughter was out at the time, in a bus. Shrapnel had fallen on the 
bus, which had shot down the road at a high speed and pulled up at 


< pe? lal Mie aS AON oe obs cS ia ig 


Incident > LE 7.9 »40 


the nearest shelter. Upstairs his wife's mother had been standing © 
by the window; the blind had fallen on her head, and not till next 
morning was it realised that a light was showing from the window 
all night. 

The uncle soon goes home and everybody goes to bed. Time is about 


six o'clock. 


Sunday 


At 9 o'clock a warden rings and asks inv to look in his back 
garden to see if there is a time bomb there, and algo to ask his 
neighbours to do the same. This very nearly twelve hours after the 
bomb has dropped. By this time a No Entry sign has been put up at 
the end of the road. Three or four people gk are standing on the 
opposite side of the road, looking at the damage. 

Inv goes back to bed to read the papers. At 9.30 another uncle 
also living in the neighbourhood comes round to see if everybody 
is all right. All his windows had been smashed too, although, in a 
very well protected room, they had not rehkAised it Until morning. 
By the time hek leaves at 9.45 there is drizzling rain but three or 
four people are standing under the trees just looking at the houge. 


A neighbour from farther up the road comes up from the damage looking 
completely puzzled by the whole affair, and says to inv “It’s terrible, 
isn't it, terrible”. 

BX 10 o'clock The maid arrives, says to 
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Incident 4. LE 7.9.40 
11.50 Planes go overhead. Everybody looks up very startled. 
11.45 Still about 50 people standing about. 1 policeman 


stands by the wreckage stopping people getting too near. 


12 noon Still the policeman, but there are no wardens in sight. 
Fewer people (the women have probably gone home to 

look after their dinner) 

The Baileys from the house next door go away in a 

taxi. Murmurs of sympathy and appreciation of their 

courage. 

Suddenly the warning sounds. People run from the scene 

and take shelter immediately; usually they would walk 

quickly. In about one minute there is nobody to be 

seen except the policeman. 

After the raid, a larger crowd thah ever forms, parhaps 
50 people. Neighbours are telling to small groups the 
history of the raid and their personal expertences. 
Everybody in the crowd seems& to sknow that both 
demaged houses were empty and are saying how lucky it 
was. : 
One woman comes slowly up the road, counting the houses 
"106 ,108 ,110,112"When she says "112" she looks up, and 
says “oh” as if she is rather surprised to see that it 
really is damaged, 

Tux 

Throughout the afternoon, there is a fairly constant crowd of 

about 50 people. 


3 p.m. two high officials of the A.F.S. inspect the damage. 


6 p.m. More people than usual, seeming to be members of a 
nearby church, inspecting the damage. 
1.30 After the. church service, the largest crowd of the 


day of nearly 50 people(equalg numbers men and women 
One policeman is still the only sign of officialdon. 


Throughout the day people have heen saying “Oh, well, that settles 
Downton Avenue, there won't be any bombs for the rest of the war”. 
This does not convince the women who are very frightened in the 
shelter, far more so than the previous evening. Inv and father go 
to bed downstairs about 12 ,and mother comes in rather reluctantly. 

That night an incendiary burns out the top floor of a house about 


2x2%y yurdz a hundred yards away. The women keep on pointing out 


that others said that Dewnton Avenue was now a safe area. 


Indident 5. LE 9.9.40 
MONDAY Much fewer people looking at the damage though always’ one 


or two. Considerable speculation as to when the Dwyers will 
come back from Blackpool 60 deal with matters. Interest locally 
turns to the house with the incendiary. 
Still no signs of official activity; the policeman is 
moved away. | 
A regular evening exodus begins to the shelters at the bottom 
of the road, six or seven households from one smalk stretch of 
the road going down every night with their blankets and a suitcase 
ag about 7 o'clock. 
The Baileys have gone to stay with their gon in another 


part of London. 


TUESDAY Passers by look casually but no more at the denne. pit | 
The road is now roped off from one end, and completely 
Clear at the other, so cars come up and have to turn back. 
Notice comes through that the Dwyers, on the advice of the 
police and the A.R.P., have decided not to come back, but have 
put their interests in a friend's hands. This friend comes to 
inv's mother to ask her to keep an muxmw look out for anything 
important such as the Setcence ot the house. 

A friend in another part of Streatham rings up. He has 
heard the rumour that the house that was bombed was 122, instead 
of 112, and wonders if we are all right. Inv gets letters from 
frienés in Bedford and Leicester asking if he is all right. 

The Rouses, three @oors from the damage, consider moving. 


enon Patersons call at a house on the other side of the road, 
and take away some stuff. 
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“REST OF THE WEEK 

Interest in the bombed house decreases steadily; very few 
people stop and look. 

No further official interest is taken except that the rope 
barring the road is taken from one end of the road and put up at 
the other. 

Largernumbers of people begin to go down to the shelters at 
the bottom of the road. Some take their b&ankets and good with them 
early and then come Gack having “booked” places. This becomes a 
regular business. | 

The people in the house next door, which has been uninhabitable, 


come back and resurrect some of theif furniture. They are looking 


for a flat somewhere in the district. 


GENERAL 


The main points that seem to emerge are as follows: 


(a) This was the first day of the bombing raids, and the 
immediate reaction in Streatham was one of stunned astonish- 
ment that Streatham had been hit. Hitherto only once had 
even a gun been heard in the neighbourhood. 


(b) There was a general feeling that it was “providence” that 
both houses were empty. 


(c) For the first day or two the bomb created considerable 
interest in the neighbourhood. But as the intensive air 
raids continue, the incident loses its novelty. The bomb- 
ardment also made people go to the shelters every night. 


(a) There was much praise for the A.R.P. and A.F.S. and the 
wag they had dealt with the situation. But after the first 
day the authorities seemed to treat the matter very hapkhz- 


: pte fe not quite ignoring it but blocking the road sense- 
eauly 


_{(e) wo or three people decide to evacuate, but not a great 
~. 
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Note on a dog fight 
Inv was walking near Caterham. At the top of a hill was a farm 
and two private houses. In the middle was an Anderson shelter,given 
additional protection by logs of wood; on top of the shelter were 
two men and a boy of about 18. One of the men was wearing a tin 


hat. 


All three were looking at the sky, and watching a dog-xfight. 
One man with a very broad Scots accent was telling everybody over 
and over again that he had seen "two fifties" going over; they'd 
missed Kenley aerodrome and he thought that this proved they had 
no courage: “look at the way they stuck together; if they'd got any 
courage one of them would have gone off and got Kenley on his 
own". Then the dog-fight began in earnest. Everybody(including ska 
inv and his friend) began to point to black spots and shout to 
the others to look. Suddenly two planes fall out of the sky, over 
and over. Cheers from everybody, one man st&nds on top of the 
shelter waving his cap. All the women come out from inside the 
shelter; some wamumm@ go round the other side of the buildings, and 
stand on fences to get a better view. Cries of "he’s dropping like 
a rock-cake","he's going to fall like a chunk of wild goose”. 

Then a parachutist is seen coming from one of the planes, and 
there is further excitement. es ew a long interval, the 
“They/may have dropped their bombs, 
but, by God, they lost while they were doing it". Planes are rolling 


British planes come back. Man 


and stunting, "diving like flies"; this is apparently a dign that 
they have been successful. ® 


Man told inv that instead of being the safe place that it 
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looked, the farm was very dangerous. A neighbouring farm had gone 
up in smoke, twenby-Big bombs had dropped in a field, a cockpit of 
a German plane had fallen in their back garden (three aerodromes 
are near by). The fourteen people in the houses go downt to the 


shelter every night at bedtime and stop there the whole night; men 
apparently stop on the top to see what they can see. 

The men are very proud of the R.A.F. Pointed out that 12 planes 
go up every raid from one aerodrome, and perhaps only 9 or 10 come 
back. But the next morning 12 start out as usual. 

General impression —_ that, despite dangerous position, the 
whole fight was taken agem a new and interesting sport. Inv felt 
exactly the same thing; the battle was regarded quite impersonally, 
and the feeling when a plane came down was the same as that when 


a goal is scored. 


LE 12.9.40 
9 a.m. 


Streatham 


B (morale :G) 
1. News? What news? Invasion? Personally I still doubt it. 
I think Roumania is far more important; I think we've suffered 
a very heavy diplomatic defeat there. 


2. About eight hourg I suppose, though I woke up once or twice. 


LE 12.9.40 
9 &.M. 


Streatham 


DIRECT 


B (morale:G@) 
1. I never read a paper now that they come late. 


2. I slept normally, I don't tske any notice of the 
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ae 9 a.m. 
— * DIRECT e _— 
45 
B (morale:V.B.) 


1. What's going to happen if it goes on like this day after 
day all the winter? I know it would be worse if we save in 


but still. 
2. I dozed after twelve but I didn't get any real sleep all 
night. 
a Isle of Dogs LE 12.9.40 
= DM. 
DIRECT F 
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D (morale :M) 


1. There's no news except the raids,is there? And they say 
that they're not so bad here as they are down at Silvertown. 


2. I didn't sleep at all until after the all clear. 
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50 
B (morale :M) 


1. I think it was most reassuring that we had a barrage like 
that last night. 


2. Six or seven hours I suppose 
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1.I don't know what to think. I've just been in the mencanery and i 
come back to find a mess like this. 


2. I had a good night's sleep. Down in the country they don't 
bother about the warnings. 
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General The Isle of Dogs and Millwall of perhaps two square 


miles; most of this area is occupied by Dock and Factory, but there 
are some blocks of flats and about 5000 inhabitants. It is situated 
in the loop of the river between Blackwall and Limehouse, and 
behind it are the India docks. According to the inhavitants, the 
Isle of Dogs id genuinely an island, joined to the mainland by 
bridges, by the Blackwall Tunnel and by the Greenwich foot subway; 


the foot subway is out of action, xXmmkarday moxmkxg Blackwall tunnel 


was foun@ to have a time bomb in it, and every bridge except one 


is blocked. Done Ww tnwdelte : ero}, ory $0 w 6Oyad, Crvellig, wom. 
Morale The morale of those left on the gisland seems to be fairly 


high. The women look tired,and one or two to whom inv spoke had great 


difficulty in getting their words out, stuttering and stammering 
a lot; and though there is depression there is very little defeatism. 
One woman, for instance, had’had a bomb on one side of her house at 


10 o'clock the previous evening, and another on the other at 2 the 


next morning. Her comment was “Well, we're still alive and they say 
that it's much worse at Silvertown". Another woman who had her 
ceiling fallen in said very much the same thing. Another woman was 
holding forth to a small street group on the wonders of the British 
Navy: “while we've still got that, he'll never get over. There was, 
however, very little smiling and very few jokes. One damaged house 
had spread a tarpaulin over a shattered window, and had chalked on 
it "Sunshine House"; another woman, seeing a fireman carrying a 
large beam of half burnt timber, called out “give that to us, we | 
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ean use it this winter". 

inv saw very few men about, nearly all were at work. One kag 
that inv did speak to had come back from a night in the country to 
find his house had gone west. He was supposed to be due in the army 
that day, and his main anxieties were,firstly, what would the War 
Office say when he didn't appear at Yeovil, and,secondly, how could 
hes get his shaving tackle when the washouse was in such a mess. He 
appeared a little shaken by the thought that he might have been in 
the house at the time, but he never made any direct reference to 


this. 


The men looked less tired and worried than the women, though, 
here again, there were very few smiling faces. 
Generally, inv would gay that the people left on the island 


were worried,wearym, and rather despondent; certainly not desperate 


; or defeatist or even critical of anything except the transport 


" it tl he — — she alt bait sail 


system(see below) 
MoE o- Childe rte pone f 
Evacuation. 


Apparently after the first raids on the Saturday evening a 
great many people got very panicy and left on the Sunday with a few 
belongings,having no idea where they were going. The same thing 


- happened on Monday, and it is said that a great many of these people 
slept out all night on Hampstead Heeth and Greenwich Park. Since 
then, many of them have managed to find somewhere definitely xx to 
sleep, often in the country. 

By the number of people, the number of shops shut, and so on, 
inv would think that about two-thirds of the people on the island 
have left. As far as he could find out there was no controlled 
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evacuation anywhere. 
Those that left were apparently in a very much worse state than 
those that remained. Inv was told that one man who had left the 


island prophesied that,once the locks were hit,the water would se 


flood the island, release all the oil from the tanks, the o118 would 
catch @ire, and everybody on the island would either be burnt to - 
death or drwewned. A man's comment off this was “the silly sod" and 
the women listening laughed and agreed with hin. 

Shops and food. 

Apparently food is quite easily obtainable. Inv noted that bakers 
had great stocks of bread and thet general stores were full of supplies. 
Inv saw no butchers. 

About two-thirdss of the shops have shut but it seems that this 
is because their owners have gone away. Nearly all that are mpam shut 
have notices on the door giving the present address of the owner. 
Some, still open, are considering shutting. One man owns three shops 
and two of them have been hit, so that he thinks it hardly vobth while 
carrying on with the third. 

Many of the shops that are open have notices in chalk indicating 
the fact and telling Hitler what they think of him: e.g. 


BUSINESS (almost) AS USUAL 
REGARDLESS OF HITLER 


HITLER/X¥OU HAVE CAUSED ME A LOT OF TROUBLE 
WITH NO GAS AND NO WATER BUT TO HELL WITH 
YOU AND YOUR CONFEDERATES. : 
Others are boarded up or have their windows snahed but auapuay notices 


such as “Business as Usual" or "$t411 Going strong". 


Isle of Dogs | 4. LE 12.9.40 

Inv did not see a pub that’ Was shut in the whole island. One had 
had all its windows blown out the previous night but was busily 
putting cardboard in. 

Transport 

Much of the transport(see page 1) is done under the river through 
Blackwall Tunnel and Greenwkich foot subway. Some id done out eastwards 
to Hxwa East India Dock Road, and some to Limehouse. 

When inv went,the only service still running was a shuttle bus 
service to Blackwall and a private ferry to Greewich; Blackwall 
tunnel had been shut early the same morning. Many of the factory 
workers live outside the isle and south of the river. These were 
really annoyed at the transport. The way to reach the ferry was 

| across the beach in thick mud, over two barges, and then into a 
boat made for about twenty and carrying fifty. Inv was able to 
catch it at four o8clock after it had made one journey across, but 
there must have heen a hundred peopte waiting by the time he got 
on. These would have to wait at least an hour to get over. 

This chaos,incidentally,seems to extend over other parts of 
South London; inv took about three hours eagh way to get to the 
Island, walking about four miles in each direction. Finally reaching 
Canning Town, he was misdirected three times, once by a policeman 
and twice by bus conductors. 

Over transport there is considerable annoyance, the argument being 
that the Government should provide &sheir own ferry service(sxhksz 

“4 aypuxxs x0 kuxe kewx deme Note by inv: this appears to have been done, 

ough very inadequately :see Daily Telegraph,page 1,15 8.40) 
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Qther services. oe Be he 
Water was off for twelve hours, but has since been all right 


Gas and electric light have been off since Saburday. Those 
that have hobs are boiling and baking for others, but a great many 
in the area have apparently been living on cold meats and eold food 
throughout the week. | 
Telephoning can apparently only be done from the Police Station 
and other National Service points. Actually inv did see one person 
using a call box, but tried homself with no results. 
Post is chaotic; the post office has been hit. 
nine Ree PO ooh a ween: mang bldg ype aim Atevi Wo cinere, mag 
There are four guns near the island, and the islanders appear 
to be proud of them. One was put out of action one night and wag 
all right again the next. One or two people seem to think that the 
Germans are aiming at the gtins the whole time. There is no 
criticiem of defence meagures. 


General 


The islanders that remain and bearing up fairly well to the 
strain of constant bombing; but $hey are becoming tired and rather 
despondent. There is no criticism of the way that they are being 
t treated, except for the workers’ transport. But it must be remembered 
that those that are left are the most stout hearted ones. There may 
have been much defeatiem among those who have evacuated. 


Note on childrer pe. 
The children seem to be bearing up very well ind 
the elder ones at any rate, there was no sign even of wo! 
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lessness. Some were playing in the roads. near some ruins, otuers 
were walking along the streets shouting. One little boy was snowing 
an A.R.P. man which was his house; it was the top floor of a Kpus 


block of flats which had been the victim of a direct hit. 
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Inv. «arrived outside Buckingham Palace just as the band (on parade) 


Finished olayving wuething out of Chu Chin Chow, The chasing of the 


Guard ceremony in progress watched by about a hundred people, 


over and the 31d Guard had merehed away to the bard 


sore fifte 1 peonvle lingered about by the reilings for a minate or tro 


but efter four minutes no one was taking any interest in Buckingitan 


Prom this side (the front) no damage was visible but on the North side 
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NOW e H ' 
(2) "About two hourse It's not enough you know when that's every 
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Fulham NEWS QUESTIONS 1 2090400 
DIRECT 


9.45.am. 


SO ts 
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(1) ¥ell, it wus comforting even if yu didn’t get any sleep. 
Everyone who's come in this morning is happier knowing that they 
are being »orotectec 


One, Stil: I*ll try and get some sleep this afternoon; we'll 
take 1t ih turns 
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10.30 chem 
fi) Oh, joily good, jolly good barrage. 


(2) On, not much, but there you are, you get sowe in between the 
bengs. But there wasn't much (sleep) last night. 
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Fulhain NEWS QUESTIONS - 07040 
DIRECT 
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(1) You don't kn ow what to think ag ut it. You're iucky to 
fing y urself alive in ths m@ ning. 
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All you' ve got to think about eash morning at cig t oclock 
is it's twelve hours till thenext night. 
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(1) I don't knew. 1 thught Churchill's speech was good. 


(2) I haven't a notion. (Known to be very little.) 
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Nothing yet. 
I don’t. kror. 


went to béd — ulways go to bed ~- two or 
hours verhapBe 


taree 
Always go to bed et eléven. 


9.45.am. 
40 


I haven't seen the paper yet. 


I didn't sleep till three oelock. It was the first time 
(missed sleep) since the second raid. : ? 
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News Quest ions. 


Impressions 


Qusstion (I)~s (a). Morale pretty good. Two remarked thet everyone we 
happier this morming (encouraged by our A.A, Berrag — 


(>) The emergenee of more clearly defined good and bad 
morale continues, though the braver the words not 
necessarilly the brever h@arts. 


(oc) The tremendous A.A.Barrage of the previous night was 
the n@éwse One M.A class wention of Churchill's 
speech. 


“s rrr & 
a Pi. i Ss yy .. 


HePs 
1249 e40« 


News Questions. 


Impressions. 


Qiestion (2). dow many hours real sleep did you get lest night ? 


None hed slept much ( from I to 4 or 5 hours), but 
only three voiced complaints cbout ite 


GCrivanees. 


Med5eCe — Firemen at work on fire in smell printing firm in Holborn, 10.94 


complained of printers steeking their psper stocks tight ageinst 
the wells, se thet yhe firemen couldnt get the hose to them bys 
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the roed et this site, end two of his mates killed, by 2 bam Dat 
ne hed no ecompleints on this to voice, except to say ae 
for a living these deys" ; sn Australien soldier, stondia a 
said «= * You're doing more of the fighting than we are, Sige 


MeS0eAe ~- driving from Paham~ Fulhem to Sloane Square, 11.9e40-, complains 
et the constent diversions of traffic, caused by roads being 
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From several. 


They're using naval guns (barrage. ) 
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They rang the church belis in North London last nights 


(F.30eA asked the reasons) 
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Poet “arden, 2d, 60 3B, By profession an actor - 
usually played comic par -oues of upper-class 
family with arny traditions who much disaoprovei of his pro 
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“iss 5b, Jeputy rost ‘arden, f. 40 3. Looks very mush younge 
n her age, ‘very reserved — .ives in tiat with br 

nothor oni brother, das hai very nerrow life, Is very 

arvous, duc bos inuense ooveBs Of seifecotrol, 
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ar [ (low joint 224 with Jiss 8) O»ms shop in “dlburn, Quite 
Lhe most efiiciont of the wariens, LAYS on tne soot, 
‘ispags vweither tew nor bravato in patroling, inspigres 
contitencs an slisnis, rhysically active (“un7ing, 
slimbing about etc), Populer on respected both in 2n4 
ly O Ue 
ar A, ft oe ailor, originelly from tast snd, <4nthusiastic 
ini in iaeny ways coanpetont, waite fearless, as 9 very 
sharp buc wibtty tongue, 
wpe A, if SBC saat], gentle, r-thor mullleeheaded, .as swimninge 
instructor, ‘ent all through last war, vocialist views, but 
Joesn't put then forward uniess he is sure at lest some in 
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coupany wili agree, rrides hinsélf on being atheist, 


* ¥ 


Apa 4, #£ BO v, Housewife, Very comcientioug, ani vary releiable 
ot -ny job once she has learnt it. No initiative, ‘ather 
nervous, but as her job is exclusively down in ‘tugout this 
Joes not apoesr much, Very conventional in views of 
religion, politics etc, 


Captain ©, (low resigned) Amagxam ii, 69 C, Army captain 
in last wor, ‘ery argumantative - always up agains ost | 
Yarien, Yery honest, relaible, good-her1rted nevertheless, 


Colonel L (Now resigned) M 70 B ‘9 vague very incompetent, 
Semieinvalid, “rumbles vaguely about rotak etc. 


these have fluctuated considerably since the beginning of 
the raids, Jaring most of August, they wero most cordial; the 
Yariens hal begun to get real publicity in the Lonion pavers: but 
they hai not so far (in Kilburn) hal any real work to do - it 
i.e, there were no special reasons for fuxtousyxarxcerrariaesrx 
injividual criticisus, ‘8 ways pointel out i tne section on 
Ryaour, it was during this peridd that “eporting 86 tho yeuxekx 
Yariens” was at the height of itspopujearity; unexpiolel bombs; 
neighbours blackouts; suspicious looking Vernans; vuest ions 
ebout gasmabks; all these pretexts and others brought sager 
householisrs down to the fost ad all hours of the day 2n1 night 
» more than at any time since ths beginning of the war ne 
few genuine cases of time bombs during this veriod brought the 


wariens further prestige. As these cases wer: few ani tar between 


he whole atbention 
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the householder had the satisfaction of recieviny 
of the local ‘ardiens;: they were pleased ani interestei to have a al 
job to do; and naturally this male him feel flattered, Here is 

a typical account from » (1 C, middie ged wonan who hat been removed 


from her house for 2 tine bomb: 


"They couldn't have been nicer; 1 don't know when I've ree 
ceived such kindness, sittle ur A, came u toli ms s nicely: 
then I toli hin that I hai ay kittens to t ink of: and he cial 
ani fetchei me 2. basket for Dame, and ob ah ne carry | shom_ down to 
the house he found for me, “hon 1 found had left the ir little saucer 
behind: ani off he went ani fetched it for me, 1 think the yariens 
are wonderful ; really + do," 


this attitude contigued for the first couple of incie ee 
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incendiary bombs wer: dropped about midnisht in Sountary 
ont and Ale ty rat. bout 2a dozen houses in orch 
rovis WF ge on fires oni smaller Sires wers- started 
in griens, woolshels ete, 

to bezin with a gool deal of incompetence shown 
by riens. ions in Alexenira of] wers dozing in 
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KF tives minotes ors thay aopearei on the scene xt all, hen 

a , 1, —_ . . ww = A twee a ela Wan 

one of the wartens in Jountary «oad, on being askel by a householder 


wheat the telephones nuaber of the fire brigcde was, was unable to 
eansver; he stool fesling about in his pocket for ths notebook 
hers he hai it down, ig also did not know whath houses stirrup 
puups vera kept in (Actually he was a new warden, but the impresse 
ion ,iven Lo the public was, of course, incompetence on the part of 
yvariens in general, 

“ut perhnps the bigeest single cause of arievance was the fact 
that, since twelve houses in the rovl were alight, and only 


three wardens were on the spot, iy was énevitable that nine of the 
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houses felt thenselves neglected, ‘This was expressei in no 


uncert:in terms afterwaris: 
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OT at ‘ E ie wos ol a 33 : . 
‘ot ons single warlen 1i4 I s6e, here 4 was, alone inthe 
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hele the whole of the top floor burning, ani not a soul to 
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"“t was five minutes before thy evenasked me if ny honse was J] 
right” 
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t°2 the inevitable (actors mentioned. tne feeling of srisvones smong 
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had hitherto been raceivinc auch larc , n ‘ . wiheobt 
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Mamx Corresponling greivences about houssholiere were eri at 
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j How many pairs of legs ani aruas do they think a /arien has got? 
was up in ths woodyard - 1t + 3 terrible thore - ani they expect you 
to be down looking after thenat the same time, 
‘ : M ? . a . * ~ e * ja 
"Wouldn't think of joining themselves ani lending a hand, 


r | . via : : | 
“that', it = it's always these people who grunbel thonos: who 
would ver dream of volunteering, 


This incident took several days to live jown, on both sides, 
“y now (Oct 7) the “ardens’ reputation h2s been in eres neesure rese 
tored = largely by the very successful handling by wr T, of a very 
nasty inciient in Ailburn High Koad, (see Incidents revort) 


" . tin x orn =~ naner — ~ ae ot on. Sater toga A Sy ee mt tune cdiieas o enae ate — oe - wn eng 
or Pipl en sy —s <_< . en Pia lage vote ares A A a PN i, my in firs Soeahe tag one ents $40 Nii ah  < S vaict RE sts ae Cote og - pon eer bene pF PN ENR ee oA aT a BT EH 8 0s wv — a - ws —" 


sg) “re yer 4 te hata ay. wae ¥) “_ 4 la ey oe L, very } ; aan 4.7] ey + 4 it, 
since raids have begun, it hes been realiset that quite 


-, ii = - ‘% J ? , . . . PAL 4. } P r : * ] 

2, i al Ps 2) @e oort wf On 0 L wl S t - rsone] 0 [ ~4 iB oo ost i3 u?se 6ss. 
fea iv K_ mite its 

i} . : wil is . a) : ¢ | ' 1 | a 


rab ct » 4 rs Qa yt vy oq + lh 
“they startdoff this service with, t 
. * * ' 
a kini of nuakho-p Cor anyone they idn’ t 
; A  s € ] 
WV 


if by yards: y ithout, coniin, out Ur clim —. six 


| 
L3ou Ol Slay 1ixe ve ve jus jone: Of sourse they can't . that 
with their rheumatics an1 heir hearts ani their, x OBBY mess 
LOOK | \ just look at it, ‘“ere’s 014 G is 


at it, now, 1 tel] you 
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sbne leaf: he's n: ase, Old RK, can t hardly warts jon't talk sbout 
runoing, «he voneral son a ¢ oienty his Jaugh ar vas telling 
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as, the halt and the blind, Cor? Look 
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us disabilities: szwitxwxexmmy, 


The situation with repari to women is aggravated by th fact th 
thet the deputy post werten is a women ("ses B,), ‘She was 
able as a kind. of seeratary to the rost Yarden; and is 
yuits good at the actual practical work on incidetns, as 
she knows the business inside out, Lut there is considerable 
resentment anongthe men at having to take orders from a wonan 
when engaged on jobs that the feel to be essentially a aan 8, 


"It's not natural to expect: a man to be under a woman" 


5 ‘ <a we ‘7 ee 


conpaains “r Md; and Inv heard a similar conplaint from 
several others, A compromise has been attempted by 
making dr T. joing deputy post warden with diss Be a 


most irregular orocesding: but the crux of the vroblem 


still remains. 
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Rumours 


ihe Yariten's Post has always been a gool source of runours « 
with cecasional interludes, when some ‘Jon't talk” campaign is 
on foot. Since the beginning of the raids this tenlency has 
noticeably increased, ‘iyoos of rumour have varied somewhat 


from time to tine, roughly as follows: 


Aucush 


night passed without some careless matchestriking or flapping 


~ ' ,¥ . 
f1tbh Clumn rumours, At one period hardly a 


curtain being reported by some warden or other 2s a possible 
case of simallins to the enemy. All these casos investie 
geted with enthusiasm: suspicions jurke? among the rank and file 
of the wardnes long after the offender had been officially acquitted, 
ln every case some Geraan connection was sstablishet; ths offender had 
once besn ssen going into a cafe with a refugse, ani so on (in 
Kilburn sucn a claim is easy to establish, ‘bre can be few resi? 
dents who hive not hoi some desling vith refugees fron Vormny Bp 
Austria). 

Yowards the end of the month, similar scare about unexploied bomb,s, 
At this time it was very popular among residents to imagine that 
they hai an unexploded bonb in their gardens, ani cone ani ask the 


wariens to investiga te, The wardens soom beg7n to get fed up : 
with this, ani the rumour gained circulation that tkax it was a. = ifth 
Coluan plot to waste the Jardens' time, iirs K, noticed that #2 ox 


erst ase »« 


of the households who hal claimed to have unexploled bonbs 


in their gardens also contained one or wore Germans; and 


practically all hai at one time or another contained Geraans, 


idjebtifvine planes juring August also were rife rumours 
about how to identify 2 verman plane, “lhe male wardens used 
to stand about outside the shelters issuing builetins to the 
people inside: “that s a Jerry; Jo you heor the beat?" “,hat's 
one of ours; it has a hisher note; listen" andi so on, 

At the end of the month it became more fashinnable to hold that 


there was no possibility of telling. 


uuakxtakk iheory widely held that 
when a plane is overhead you are safe, because the bomb will fall 
thres of four miles away in the lirection the plane is flying, 

dy A, in particular was very enthusiastic about this theory; exe 
plained it to all the cople in the shelter, ani to any others who 


would listen, 


September 


During the first few days of the barrage the uost popular rumours 
at the Post were about ianage ani injury inflicted by shrapnell, 
iy K, knew of a boy in Fitzjohn's Avenue who hai hai both his legs 


oe 4 ut of f by a single peice of shrapnel (Inv, jisc overed later that 


even other areas, On one occasion he rushed nearly 
nile into a neighbouring Post Area so as to be on the spot to 
deal with an serial torpedoe. Yhen he does this he always 
cones back full of scorn of the area he has been helping: 
ag was first there do you think? 19,9 you think iarykebone 
vf course they werent . d got there anj sent the 


wes back again before they turned up. ihey re i 
it is; they re windy” 


° 
Not good at dealing th panic, though devoid of all forms 
of superficial fear, ani definitely enjoying hinself, he does 


not inspire so much confidence as many more timorous wardens, 


lie talks in a very loud voice and gets very excited; ani perhaps 


inost important, has immense scorn for anyone who shows sims 66 


fear, A typical incident was on Sept 24, when a landmine 
exploded in mid-air, causing perhaps the louljest explosion 

the district has had, Juring the explesion, iir K was ataniing 
outside mk a brick shelter gakbg at the sky, A wanan in the 
shelter began to ery. ‘“e rushed in, peaskieatiprs 

by the arm, shook it, shouting at the top of bis voice; 


"It'"all xight, it's 21] righb, what's the makter with you?” 


Jonan cries louljer than ever 


Attitude to the war: rash “Shaka 
times he will announce che 
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Jeite!l that they woul’ 
‘anans said they shoul‘ 
dford, r,kalinsky is coiling 
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‘T nerves -~ egn't : stay there 


inuis, oul aij rather acbioniess, probaby en) joying 
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Smithy Street = the Davis's, \alinskys, Abrahams:, Levys, 


't was Jeciiel to go to the ‘ast inl agpin, tonight, ‘reparation 
for the journey began at 1,50.p.2., im selitaly after jinner, 
drs Kalinsky, Abrahans, and Javis vers al! in Jovba's kitchen, 
dirs,/avis wantes to wash her twins, but there wasnt any hot water, 
Large ketile on the kitchener, water scarscely varm, She isciiteld to 
wash them in coli water. 


_ Inv; went ot for a monent, an? when she cane back, there was 
9 turdous guar el raing, 1t was soasthing about tlanrels - diffic 
, A. 7. 7 Q 7 

to tell exactly what, 


irs K; I'm only asking you if 1 can borrow your ‘lannel, and 
you jun down my throat, and cBabt ..... 


dirs.D3; Oh, shut up, fou gat on ay nerves, Just becauce your 
huspani,.. 


lirs.K: Shut up abut my hu-band, 


irs,D: You think you're everyboly, You're one of thoss peopel 
who think ev ryone's bai, you are, You can't see the 
good in n o-one, you can't, Yo always see the worst 
in everyboly, you do, 
stC, 
Bovba was making saniviches, Vone on, now - open your bag, 
Yn't get excited, There's no hurry,’ 


Sveryone waz talking at once - qua rrelling, arguing, 
prunbling, 


Cissie: I don't know why wo're goiv, there, honsstly I don't, 
All that blooly way,schdapping them blankets... 


Bouba; Have you got your blanket, Sadie? here's your bag, 
Cissie? Leiy - cone here a minute ~ run upstairs ani,.,.etc, 
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Blankets were tied, sanvichss egg bags cone up, They 
ere, to have set oft av two, to make sure of getting lace (they 
i4in't eet into Dickens and Jones, last night, but had to go to 


the place opvosite, lhis time, they were making sure,) 
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Bouba; Folding chair, blanket, ba; with food and slippers, 
drs,K : Bag with food, ani blanket, . 
Inv: Bag, food etc , ani olanket, 
Just as we got to chaps] Roai, sirens went off, Ye 
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e lost. Ye weren't the only sv2cusss 


ey | th AAR: wa tan 44 
cae / 18 . 90r WU shi ln >, 


As soon as th all clear vont, ws went on to the station, 


ng queus, aost people going away for the night, -ian behind BV 
3 Y 


e 
Ye, 


4 
going to Dickens ani Jones, Uther czoing to Sigware, Golders 
reen, Stanford Hill, ete, ‘11 with bundles, 


iventually, manage? to ,et on to the crow'ed station, Soon, 
the rest of tho party - 4 Kalinskys, 5 Abrahams, 4 “avis's, numerous 
Levys, ani 2 fow others, sho hai caught us up, ‘here was a lot of 
quarreling, becauce we ‘hree hadi left first, Cissie had ouba’ 
return ticket, ani hai bean waiting outsite for her, 


In a few seconis, siren went again, 


ir, Savis(working himself up,) : Don't get excited , anyone 
stay where you are Keep cala, Non't gat excited, ( his . 
was his keyesentences, for the entire day.) 


betty, one of his twins, started crying, "I woulin't mind 
sf it was Closed - bit it's open; we'll be bonbed, " ete, 


“We'rergoing on" said “rs, A, bravely, “whatever happens, 
Onee in the treaty, we're safe," 


The train cane in, ‘e vpushed our was on to it - it was alrea 
crowled, but we got on somehow, Al! the 3 in the train 
looked vary 2orry for us, and clicked with their tonges, 


At Aligate, more people got on, there was hardly an | 
roem to breath, At uiark iknet more people triel to apt Ay 


eee?) ePeempene eee ene Te se 


rous 


ne 


id 


rea 
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it was a physical impossibility, 


, “All right, all right" Mr.Yavis kept saying, "Don't get excited," 
lg stood at the back of the train, issuing orler, "Pass alone there, 
please’ etc, 


At Monument, pepter called out "Cannon Street only,” Ve wanted 
Charing Cores, for Oxford Circus, so we all ot out, thinking to 
change on to the Ventral London line, by way of the Bank, 


packed, It was the détible ei ‘ect of rush hour and exotlus, wore and 
more people crowled in, ani it was just impossible to move, iveryone 
was shouting ani talking and wondering what was going to happen, 


A man ol‘ered to carry jirs,*anser's case (iouba's favoutire 
4 cht ar ODOC): *"Ohx chan! Te " gha renlies 4 smcr 4 
‘aughter, #o0C); “Oh: thanks ever so, she replied, squcezing his 
arn, fou re a real genteinar you are, " M50B brushed it aside,"Not 
at all, I'd do more, if |] could, 


instructions, as if to 2 crowl of children, He was a genius of a lealer, 
and kept the crowi in a good humour throurhout, 


Vorter:No, listen, sveryone, This escalator isn't going, but 

the one going uo igs, Now 

5 is, If you want to go siewore . change at Toltenhan Coubt Road, 

no 5, No 4 and 6 arn't working, No 5 is, lottenhan Court Koad, And 
that s where yoy're all going, To Tottenhaa Vourt Road," 


the bulk of the crowd liked it + they like being tolf where 
vhey were going - it saved them the res onsibility,They were also 
releived about the sscalator, (Their one fear of this journey, was the 
"moving staircase," A. every passge, the question would be asked, 
trenulously, "is there a moving staircase?") 


the jan lasted for half an hour. Veople were getting hottor 
and hotter - the porter kept ary gy dee eg Jirs,/’avis was in an 
agony of nerves = she thought she'd lost one of her children, she was 
. Mearly vrying, ir,“avis was sgually worried, but shewel it by 
snapping, "Well, what do you want me to do - out her in a net, or 
something?" 


"She'll get trampled to teath" said urs,), “I know she will," 


er 


The yeeenep ani the escalator fron donunent to Bank was conpletely 


platforms 4 and 6 arn't working, out platforn 
0 


= 
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iventaully, after a nightemare of a yait, we managed to get 
. y? # “y wv 7 ‘ ~e - ~ t: * . . 
through the pssage-way, dom the stairs, more pascaze ways and stairs, 
| the Central London’ Line, 


rani reeunion of the fanilies, Caught the third train in - 
it took us that tine to settle ourselves. 


‘train was filled to scapaicty, vot hotter and hotter," Jon't 
get excitel, now’ screamed \r,Javis, but in vain, Vissie was having a 
heatei arguenent wth a fellow passenger, 


"Shut up, Cissie" inplored her mother, 
"Vhy the hell should I?" asked Cisse, “It's al] very well, but 
I don't think mush of vour soriti, I only_asket you to,..° her voice 
ro:9 above the tube noise, “bloody sauce," 


the other passengers looked synpathetic, shocked, ‘ispusted, 


anused, accoriing to tenparanent, 


ihe train onptied at Oxvord Circus, Ye all cot out, thankfully 


enough, Julsidte, Jieckens and Jone swas the firs’ building that caught 
our eyes, 


5.45 ilundgeds of people were mkin= for it, there was alroaaly a fair-sized 
queue oulsi‘te eal ‘ouse, opposite, out the police wouldn't Let us queue 
at Jickss and Jones, However, so many peorpls came, ani such a fuss was 
madje, that it was the only thing to Jo, so we were gruiginzgly allowed to 
stand acainat the wall, 


“4 


cocolate, ani hai Lo take ner place right at the end of the queue, ‘retty 
s oon, 1t wasn't the end any more, 


6,15, No-ne could leave the queus, Inv, went over the road to set sone 


The police teciled that wo could only queue in twos, so they cegan 
thinning out the aueue, ni easing it back, *vherea the blootly hell do 
you think you're pushing me to? asked a man, fo Hyde Park, if necessary’ 
rep.isi the PC - “there's plenty of roon along the road, 


_ihere was a lot of grumbling about nol opening the shelter svarlier, 
By 6,30.p.m., the #00 neested to fill the shelter must have arrived, — 


Opposite, utsiee lieal House,a little boy got the tantrums, He 
jown on the -round, at sccamet ani refused Lo ouige, iveryone looked 
at hin, which of course, aade hia worse, His harasse1 mother didn't ° 
know what to Jo. Me becane the centre of excitoaen!, until we went int, 


The queve was mainly Je ish, nore wonen thanmen, more oli than youn, 
ae: 
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At 7.9,p.m, they opened the doors, ani let us in, «veryone 
sighed with relief, Thers was 2 wiiespread ijea that the siren mumt 
always went of ten minutes after the doors wers gd Inv asked 
people how it was known ten minutes before, ani txmg wa told, “They 


just know,’ 


. ihe shelter was tom two flights of stairs - 5 huge, slean baseneni, 
wnich looked very strong, vith thick pillars supporting the ironeir ‘ores 
ceiling, 


.he wails were voanted white, ihe tloor was clean concrete, here 
Was A, notice uo about J and J's sale, ‘he shelter was partition 
from another room, with a somecting haichway, through vhiec 
nents could be served, 


As soon as psoole <ot in, they seiecte? their pitch, spree’ the 
blankets, and uate tha is2ives eantfortab : of than began eating, 
Jur or ow was very snappy. shere was gage nabout who shouli sit 

here , ets, els, (‘6 were 2 hugs crowd, ani monopdiisen 4 conplete 
corner, #8 tended ae Abd tai Up int fanily yyoups = the avis, Be AS, 
and insers in one - (aii relaved) ana the hus uUSVY srowl in nother, 


Soon, une entire fioor was covered with o2'168 slre chet out on 
blankets, Sone brounht chairs , oe saail ones aliowet), pillows 
ized cushions, eildrdowns, etc, vthor salon the few chairs ant bis rount 
18 table whic were already there, 
9 reonle bepan queuing up at the refreshenont plese, an! this queus 
rena ined big all the tine tea was bein: ge Vel, ieA, coffee, cake, 
buns, rolls and | truit wer obta,inat ole, (1 nl Len tigre ‘rO2 en ‘other. 
corner, chocolate girls vore being sent out, vith trays full of 
ty ehoenlat 9¢ ani ice-cream, 4 
Soon, two men(wnon inv recognised dsxa the beaches of ger-side} 
resorts) cane in ani stood in the m4 le, one ola: ying, a pputar, and 
the other a saxaphone, very now and then, they } had ie gtoon rhile 
shy a warden askeol, ‘is there a drs,Jacobs here ? e thers a F,iupinsky 
Ys here" etc, hese eople wore want ee by people ou'side - pres mably ones 
who weren't able to «at in, but wantel Lo know if they were a) right, 
pth When the musicians hai fini hol, they cane _rounl with a collectir 
box for the Spitfire funi, ani c llectel quite a lot of money. There was 
another collection for the cleaners, : 
| fang 
: After & time, people fel! a asleep. By 10,50,p.m., hardly yc was 
+t wilking about - ther heavy drone of hunireis of sleepers coul? 
° heard, 
roung., 


People were asking each other if there was any yuntire - the 


Vest und, 10,.9,40, 
NM 


is pract cally, no not quite sounlproof, sveryone pretanied 


to everyone alse that the slight noise to be heard was doors banging- 
no-one vas convinved, but didn 


v4 | , 4 


T, SnooW Lt& 2 


ihere was a «ood ladics& 


tool was nice; sanitation ood, J 
: > 6 . a 8 1. 4.4 i 
infinite ybetter thah the 


slaokroom, presumably used by the staff - 


} 


th oo0eple lying on the flow vere Jewish, he 
lei to collect ane one site of the room, There 
petweon | and ST: bane iaé ° : 


4 
1 
PLAY! 


+ FF A *, , Pe ree ; a“ we ' ~s Sy te he 
wBBS ~- by the 9136 the warten shout 

# " "7 ae 

All clear , 


Tint roo | oS | an. ° Wore UD Dm: 
» % : i € : 4 ; ~# j é 7 * “4 ¥ 7% tote V > VA Y} es = i 
Ie 
& 


“wT 9 init hha 4 es . . a p 
lhere was @ Cowsunel © tire) 
-_ ; 


} ~ A Pa : , 7 T ; -" .~aes "i 4. 
r) > 5 a v} iJ O ah 1 i /~* j J he: f 3 V G ‘ 
4 a ” 5 . | ay * “ a ‘ bs > © 
« : oy ys 1 a i m i . VC [ 


+ alinsky, wh ae 
ther members of the ta ily, 
yo‘ ‘s las. week, and opened up a workshop in 
mi. te now wants his en oysees t ry gni work tor him in 
3 ind, Xhgxntixar “hose who mnt to vork there, usually roll 
about tJ] a,m, wany refuse to ork there - say they don't want to 
sheir families « averyone must be together + their wives won't 
them ,etc, 


* 


duch ouarreling, jJecision to tcke a flat. for everyone, in the 
country, "We can't ! 


ee Ae S eh ak oo er we 
stan? this schlapping xbout, 


4 


\ftey at leas. ha:if an hour, our fanily proup was collected 
and ready to go, “rumbled ami quarrelei -1l the way out, 


on 


lilx bar opposite was nearly boubariel by rush of peopas from 
shelters, ani having experience 4 s'nilar incident !ast night, \had to 
close jown an il the rusn vas ovor, : 


TO e%eh4050 


LievteSs0ce 


ii 
: . 
i.@-@ 


TleGe40e 
Sel5.pm. Yarning sounded 
De WeNts Inv: vent to bed in his ground-floor flat in 


Berton Court, (modern block of 70 flats) in Barons 
Court Raa" el4te 


T2e55e%Me Inv: woken by loud cresh of bomb, followed a second . 
ister by e tremendous eresh, end the sound of felling 
debrises | 


inv: jumped ovt of bed, fumbled for, end found, 
iressing-gom & bedroom slippers. 


Thinks hs hears mosning outside the window, so 
pokes his head out end asks " Anyone hurt 7". Ho 
enewer, iinds his way te door onto public passage, 
end onens ite Passage-wey in darkness with people 

sleeping there on matressss,. (There being no Shelte: 

for the block of flats this is the sefest place). 


Inv; asks Frenchmen neighbour ( Me eA ) if ios 
knows of anyone hurt, end is told no, he thinks note 


Back to bedroom window ; mo moans. Presently Ger 
driving along road, and shouts of “Hi 3 Here 4*, end 
car stops near~by. 


Inv: partially dresses; goes end pourrs 2 whiske,- 
sodas in dark in kitehen, and cerries them into 
passages Ofiers—te (now lit). 

Offers drink to Frenchmen; mot accepted, but his wii 

(Ped0cAs) takes a drink of it seying * Its just shock 
nesbend seys " Not so fer, was it ?* 


Nomen Farden comes into patsege asking if everyone is 
ell right, and suggests to Frenchwomen thrt she make 
Fome teh. 


About e dozen *refugees" heve arrived frou the 
on the French eouples kitchen door, 
ignore bed Devs emanrmccste 


ie BEE Ne SG, ee Pe Ie Te EE get se fe oe nt Blin, ke in pans = 


~wutio 


Air Reid, 


"nNefugees*® are,to ea great extent segregated in (a) 
e lit ground-floor passage, and (b) an unlit Ist.floor 
DAaSSAZCs | 
Inv: carries his drink tarough te the ground-floor ones 
eméG £inds some 6 C.class women (4 overxy,2 under Joyrs), 
® Maley (?) man ~ ( ell these sitting in silence) -, 
ng and sn Me7Och-B. ~ Americen? «- who is very ve, talkative 
‘through nerves). He wants to know where he is, what 
happened to MrseBeamisch, ete, etc, - speaks loudly é& 
somewhat et randou. His local varden is “humouring® 
his, Inv: offers him the drink. 
" what's this Whiskey ? well I used to drink whiskey ¢ 
what's it got with it 7", ete. wrinks, looks more 
retionel, end cpeaks more slowlye 


7 

on Pe50eBe wants the use of e telephone ; is directed to < 
floor, 

LeGemlel5.am, Kore telk with old man .« Drink got for woman werden, 

ve who definitely relieves Inv:'s mind about the supposed 
morning. 

= M.Warden remerks to Inv: that he's efraid we ill get 

Bed Telk e further plestering, as they have not got the fire 

under control. 

: Poy (18.B.) in tin het seys they are fsirly droppin: 
them ell over London. 

os Nervous old men (rbove) remarks thet he doesnt kor 

- | what feer ise 

: Warden (sweeting from his labours) says the let wer 

me ‘wasnt in it". He heard it coming, put pillow « sheet 

" over head end held on like grim desth. Adis - 


Good Telk | © J¢*]] be all the same a hundred years hence,.* 


Bombs again, but not very nears 


Inv:, with the help of the FPrenchwoman °nd another women 


4 3s Pe 
ilede4Veo 
fir Raids 


in the block thet has not been put out of order) has been 
proceeding, onm¢ continues te do so throughout the reid, | 
Inv;'s tee, milk, end suger, when exheusted cre supplemente: | 
by other volunteers, Altogether some twenty or thirty 
cups of tea ere drunke 


OMOKL NE e Although gas is escaping at one point in the house, end roman 


‘arden seys no smoking, she only effectively stops the "refugee* 
section from doings Fe | 


CoOebMe Roabs (not very close) and tea-drinking beth ed nz strong. 
L elke kir re 1as Meade u* 
vrogress most of 


Diseussien on to thse direction of atteck. 


Me30.Re had been standing st open window and was about to consult 
his wrist wateh when it was blown off his wriste 


Ce 0 efille Bombs egeine Me45ebe comes to Inv: to borrow blerket for old 
woman who i8 colde 


Pee file inv: goes out into road. Sees grest red glow in sky, Oxford Ste 
direction. The roadway is spreed with lumps of paving-stones & 
curbing, some blocks too heavy to lift. These have been flung 


_over the 7-storey block of flats. There is also a good deerl of 
enrthe 


je LD e ii.ferden tells Inv: e211 about en invertion of his for lighting up 
enemy planes and not lishting up the ground. The effort to follor 


this brings out Inv:*s nervous tiredness, sud he goes to lie com on 
his bede' 


e508, All Clear goes. Some " refugees® leave, but most sit dilantly 
on, The flet eeccupents retire to their rooms. Owing to broken. 
windows there is for some time Warden eries of * Put that light 
Qute" 


Inv: soon sleeps. 


ppney. 


Air-raid funeral, 


trkeistex Jue keex kena  xMexxak 

"Quick," called uirs,\brahans, of Smithy street, to her 
husband, “there's a funeral at Jubilee Street synagogue, anid 
they're praying in the street, 


All the people in the house flocked out into the street, 
to witness the scene at the end of the road, 


Outside the synago we, five black cars were irawn up, 
here were about 40 psople, mosly omen, watching thsevents, ‘even 
wonen and three men stood on the synagague steps, iresseld ib black, 
srying. A Rabbi stool! by the front car, prayer-book in his hand, 
ie was chantin:; 2 prayer for the dead, 


dost of the women spectators ‘ere weeping nostest lan? 
vere “11 Jewish, ani -eiwhs people always weep very noisily at 


f° 2 le} "Tt mic | wc } "Ts : 
tunerals), ‘1t might be anyone " Pa5¢ sobbed, "It might be anyone,” 


The relatives on the step huns about on the steps, or 
proceede’? to fill the cars, 


“Who is it?” asked WM35C, on ‘he other site of the road, 


| _ "What do s it aatter who it is?"sobbed the [irs women( ure 
Saquels)"It might be anyone, Jt's not fairl Yevshould have to sufter 
like this, Ye never thoucht it coming, It s coming to all of us, 


“* . . YP 
M65C: It has come, i - it has come, It s here for us all, Ye're 
alive now - we might be %cadl tonicht, 


F609: I don't want to die - I don't wan to die. 
: : ' " ‘ ‘ 
rs,cnzuuels: It s on us, “e re all in it, t might be anyone, 
‘n the opposite corner of Smithy Street; 
F50C: who is it? 


ma a ani his wife ani kid, from Bermondsey “treet, She ter 
3 n, | | 


Woman: iy Gol - even a shelter ‘s not safe, 


. 


’ 


% 


p 
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50D: Of course they ain't, Did you see that one up Walton Street- 
suashed to bits it was, 


F6O0C: ‘hey say eight hunired people were killed in one , Sunday, 


M609: It's bloody awful, thats what it is, 


Another group: 
Mian: Who is it? 


Woman (weeping, as they all were); They say it's a woman an? her 
husband and three-months old oaby; they et killed in their 
Anierson, I dear - it's happening all round, Look up there - 
sa0ke, Look down there - glass - it's everywhere the same; there's 


no escape, 
len; We're ging up Vest, tonight, uate, 
P ’ .< s ne j 
Yonan: ‘hat s the use - they re bombing the ‘Vest, now, It s the same 
everywnere, 
Inv; I'd alivise you to go to the Yes! nd, myself, 


Yonan; How can I? Vith an invalid mother? i hey don't make ma 
arrangements for invaliis, Jo they? lhey don't think of then, 
do they? 


. 


By this time, lirs.°*anuels, over the roal, was hysterical, 
" It can hap pen to anyone ' she was -hreiking, 
A child ran across thse roai, towarls the cars, as they ‘rove 
S } : - ' . , 
off, She ran back agnin and announced, “It's a woman anid 4 man 


eni their four yoars oli girl - they got killed while they was in 
their shelters” : 


Her father: They saynthey re having another evacuation, Low 
will you go? ; 


Girl(10): No - 1 want to stay here, 


father: You've just seen - you vant to be safe, Jon't you? 


Girl (sobbing): 1 want to stay here with you,... 


\\ 


Stepney, 


As the cars drew off, "Li they're going " said 


everyone, 


= mall groupe stool on th er, talking, and g-adually 
‘ifted away, 


henther vas only ones prouo left - the rs,canuels moup = 
a youn, man, in his best suit, came up an’ asked, “$s this the 
Oniy Syna, ous 1n Mereky Jubilee SUreet f 


a : . 3 ©) 
“rg: Sasuels: Yas, Jhy, are you looking for a funeral? 


uagband an’ 


* Vay? 
wan: No e Jeaunont square, 
irs S, Oh, 1 mus have made a aistake, Three months old, wasn't she* 


> ok 


dan: !o - it was a li.le boy - four years, Knocked down bb 
a shelter, 


ure, S: Yes - thal’s right- kn ckel down by 2 shelter; ‘hat 


‘ r i mane te See ee 2 4. 4 + ' an ope A.A AA { 
joes 1t maiter who it is? It might hapoen to anyone, 
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\ East End : ap 10.9 


General notes and incidents 
on evacuation 


As far away as Ekephant and Gastle inv noted people veing driven 
away in lorries. By Liverpool Street there were quite frequent 
parties. These consisted of about two women to every man; most 
seemed to be carrying gasmask, and a suitcase or carrier bag. Some 
of the men had larger and heavier suitcases. Most of them had rather 
pale, grim faces, but there were no signs of hysteria. 


Conversation of man,25, and woman,65, near Liverpool St. station. 
Man: Don't you think it's the best then? 
Woman: Everybody else id doing it. 
Man: Course they are,I agree with it. 
Woman: What about poor old Silver Street? 
Man: T,at won't be there after last night. 
Woman: No, I suppose it won't. 


lian: It's right to get right into the open and away from 
everything. 


Overheard, woman, 25 "There won't be Foon. for us all, they'll 
have to send us to VYanada" 


A taxi has stopped in a side street. In it is sitting a young 


woman, and a very old woman (c.75) who is shaking violently from 
head to foot. 


Three women and a@ man are walking up a high road, all carrying 
heavy’ bags. One stops and says “Let's get a taxi.” The man puts his 
bag down and looks round for one. 


In Wandsworth a lorry stops and a lot of people with shitcases 
jump out. These seem to have come to friends, for they all go off 
together down a side road, talking and laughing. 
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1. 83 Dalston Road 
2. 30 yards 
53. Direct hit on a large house. 


4. (a) There's only me and my husband and I don't know where we 


can go. I wigh we could, I don't want another night like 
the last. 


(b) I don't know I haven't seen anybody from anywhere to-day 
5.6. 
7. No 
8. I'd like to be them, that’s all I say. 
9. Dk. 
10. D.k. 
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75 Dalston Road 
100 yards 
Direct hit on a large house, divided into flats 


(a) The people upstairs have gone, father, mother and two daughters 
(cockney 


(ob) Next door that way(near the bomb) they've gone, and all sorts 
of people all the way up the road that way. 


I don't think they've gone out of London 
D.K. 


No 


If everybody went like that, where would be, that's what I'd 
like to know. 


He's going to try and blot us out that’s what it is. 
DK-« 
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72 Moreland Street 
300 yards 
Tenements hit. 


(a) I've sent my daughter away again.(cockney) 

(b) I don't think so 

Out into Buckinghamshire,ax long way away. 

I’ve got an aunt there. I told her she might come. 

No. 

It's not right to keep kiddies and old people in here, is it? 
Gawd help us if he does keep on. 


I don't think I will. I'm scared, I look forward to morning; those 
sirens make me go all bad. 
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85 Moreland Street. 
300 yards. 


Tenements hit. 


(a) I'm going back soon. My children's away and my husband's 
away so I'm going back home,I think. 


(b) We haven't got any neighbours. It’s an emp$y house one 
way and nothing the other. 


Islington 


My mother lives near Muikiuwaxy, so IL could come back when I 
Wanted to. 


Oh, no, she won't even know I'm coming 


(answered ) 


It’s not much use stopping here and being blown to bit is it? 


I don't know, I hope not. 
I hope I don't have to think of that. 
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1. 4 Willow Street 
2. ¢ mile 
3. Two buildings gutted by high explosive 


4. (a) No, but the shop where I work has been shut from two 
this afternoon 


(b) I don't think so; they may have gone some time this morning 
Be Gs 
1. No 


8. If they haven't got anything here to do, it's the best thing, 
Il say. 


9. I suppose they'll go on for a bit longer yet 
10. I don't mind much,I'm too old. 
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2. ¢ mile 


3. Small bombs on a house. 


4. (a) I've sent my wife away to our son at Collingdale;it's | 
safer there a bit, and I'm out on duty all night so I don't 
like leaving her there all alone. (Cockney ) 


(bo) I think sem dewa they've gone away one mers father »mother, 
and children. 


5. Collingdale, I said. 

6. No, not really. May have said ee | about it. 
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- It’s the best thing for her to'do. — ie 
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ie ‘Streatham LE 10.9.40. 


MEN WOMEN 


with doubt ful without wit’ doubtful without 
pi) 26 BB a 26 30 (86) 
10 & <) 35 (52) 

19% 17% 64% 35% 30% 35% 


MEN AND WOMEN 


with doubtful without Total 
40 35 63 138 
28% 26% 46% 100% 


N.B. air raid all-clear sounded almost exactly 
at 4.15. Inv therefore want straight out, 
and did count. Started approx 4.20 
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LE 10.9.40 
Gameral impression 


A fairly large number of people are leaving, many in families 


but more women and children than men. People that stay envy them, 


or don't blame them for the most part. Evacuation is mainly 
unplamned. 


People seem a X<X£kkke shaken and worried, and they don't like 
the thought of this bombardment lasting a long time. 


